19 JUN 2001
Umo- Bri ef i ng (Rafi dah)
WANI TA UMNO PLEDGES TO BE FREE OF MONEY POLI TI CS

KUALA LUMPUR, JUN 19 (Bernama) -- The Umo Wanita novenent today
pl edged to rid itself of noney politics and urged its nmenbers to do
everything possible to avoid fromindul ging i n such practices which could
affect the party.

Its head, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said no amount of noney coul d repl ace
good | eadershi p at whatever |evel.

"In Wanita, fortunately it (the problem) is not to the extent people
report (of noney politics). | amhappy with that," she said when net after
attendi ng the Umo Presidential Briefing by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
inconjunction with the 55th Umo general assenbly at the Putra Worl d Trade
Centre (PWIC) begi nni ng tonorrow.

Rafi dah said so far the problemwas not worrying, but it did not nean
it would not crop up in the Wanita novenent.

She urged the novenment's nmenbers to appreci ate what was stressed by the
presi dent when delivering his nessage which, anong ot hers, touched on the
need for themto inculcate a sense of loyalty to the party if they wanted
the party to remain strong.

"W under st and what was being stressed by the president as it was
clearly happening in the party and the fighting spirit and loyalty to the
party had been eroded," she said.

Raf i dah said Dr Mahathir al so stressed on the i nmportance of giving
priority to the party rather than self-interest and carrying out their
tasks according to the needs of the party instead of any agenda for
i ndi vi dual benefits.

"(Now) there is a trend of not supporting Umo but rather that person
or this person, this is a danger to the party in the long term

"W are fortunate because when we struggl ed, the party was strong,
respected, and had dignity but if its dignity was all owed to be eroded, the
young generation inheriting the party would find that the party no | onger
exists, what is left is only the framework, this is what we want to avoid,"
she sai d.
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ZAI WNZ LAT AO

PM Huaren 2 (Il ast) Kual a Lunpur
PM SAYS HE DOESN T WANT ANY CONTROVERSY - 2

Earlier, Limdeclined conment on the proposed purchase by the
consortium

Meanwhi | e, MCA Yout h chi ef Datuk Ong Tee Keat said the offer by the
consortiumcoul d ease the tension within the party,

Deputy Finance M nister and MCA vi ce-president Datuk Chan Kong Choy,
when comenting on the matter, said the fact that the consorti umnenbers
made the of fer within a short period denonstrated their strong opposition
to the transaction.

The consortiumhas nmade an offer to buy the Nanyang shares from Huaren
at a price of about RM34.309 million or RVb. 60 per share, i.e. 10 sen
hi gher than the price paid by Huaren per share.

Chan said the offer reflected their strong feelings against the
t akeover of Nanyang, which has a history of 78 years, not only by MCA but
al so any other political party.
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