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Wani ta chi ef chall enges Pas

vi nder Singh; Abdul Razak Ahmad; P. Sharm ni; Koh Lay Chin
WANI TA chai rman Dat uk Kee Phai k Cheen chal | enged Pas to give nore freedom
to worren i n Kel antan and Terengganu which it rules.

She said the discrimnation and oppressi on agai nst wonmen there were
simlar in principle to that of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan.

She also criticised the fact that wormen in the Pas-governed states were
not allowed to join Quran reading recitals and were di scouraged from
wor Ki ng.

"W have made great progress as far as wonen's rights are concerned. W
even have an amendnent to the Federal Constitution to elimnate gender
descrinmination but sonme people still cannot get into that frame of mnd,"
she said when replying to points raised in the debate.

CGerakan vice-president Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who is al so Penang Chi ef
M ni ster, touching on Islamc reginmes, said there was a need to understand
the different definitions of an Islamic state.

He told del egates that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had
said that Mal aysia was recogni sed as an Islamc state through its
menbership in the Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (AOC).

On the sl owi ng econony, Koh said 9,000 to 10,000 workers in sone
i ndustri es had been retrenched.

"There might also be 2,000 to 3,000 who will be laid off in stages up to
Decenber," he said.

One positive point, he said, was that nore peopl e woul d use
t el ecommuni cati ons equi pment for tel econferencing instead of air travel.

Party vice-president Datuk Dr S. Vijayaratnamsaid the party backed the
Governnent's support for the United States inits efforts to bring those
responsible for the terrorist attacks to justice.

"We condemn extremism not only in religion, but also in the fornms of
race and | anguage. But we hope that the Anerican Gvernnment will not harm
the i nnocent."

( END)
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