10/ 07/ 2001

Wani ta Umo exco menber gets injunction agai nst busi nesswoman

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Wanita Umo executive conmittee nenber Senator Datuk
Nor Azah Awi n today obtained an i njunction fromthe H gh Court stopping a
busi nessworman fromfurther distributing an all eged defamatory | etter about
her sent to the Prine Mnister and other Mnisters.

H gh Court judge Datuk Abdul Hamid Said granted the order with costs in
hi s chanbers and fi xed case nmanagenent on Aug 15.

The injunction stops busi nessworman Nor Azi zah Borhan fromfurther
publishing, printing or distributing the alleged defanatory words.

In her RVM6O million suit dated April 2, Nor Azah all eged that Nor Azizah
falsely, maliciously and recklessly wote, signed and published the letter
whi ch was dated Dec 14, 1999.

Nor Azah cl ai med, anong others, that the words nmeant that she (Nor Azah)
had comm tted an of fence under the Conpani es Act 1965 and was not at al
concerned about the wel fare and i nterest of Bum putera wonen
entrepreneurs.

She said the |etter was al so defamatory by way of innuendo.

Nor Azah alleged that the malicious letter was addressed to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad and copied to Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi , Entrepreneur Devel oprment
M ni ster Datuk Seri Muhammad Nazri Abdul Aziz, National Unity Mnister
Dat uk Dr Zaharah Sul ai man, Federation of Wonmen Entrepreneurs Ml aysi a
presi dent Mhayani Shansuddi n and the Exco of the Association of Bum putra
Worren Entrepreneurs Mal aysia (Usahanita).

Nor Azah said that as a result, her character, credit and reputation was
seriously injured and her business was brought into public scandal.

She i s seeki ng damages, interest, an injunction, costs and further
relief.

In her defence dated April 30, Nor Azizah, anmpong others, said that the
words in the letter was a fair comment upon matters of public interest,

i nvol ving the conduct, character and integrity of Nor Azah as a bum putra
politician and entrepreneur

She denied that the letter was circulated to other Mnisters.

Nor Azizah, a former president of Usahanita, said the words in the
|l etter were not defamatory of Nor Azah and was made bona fide (in good

faith).
Nor Azizah is also relying on the defence of justification as well as
her fundanmental |iberty of free speech and expression under Article

10(1) (a) of the Federal Constitution.
Counsel D.P. Naban represented Nor Azah whil e counsel Ranesh N. P.Chandran

appeared for Nor Azizah.
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