31 JULY 2001
Warriors-Publicity
WARRI ORS' DAY OBSERVANCE DESERVES W DER PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON

KUALA LUWPUR, July 31 (Bernanm) -- Bl am ng poor publicity for the
perenni al | ack of public participationincomenorating Warriors' Day, the
Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said it is tine that Ml aysi ans
observe the day every July 31 in nore meani ngful ways.

Renmenbering the nation's fallen heroes should befit the sacrifices by
those who gave the country their lives, Najib said.

As for the public, there should be nore to observing Warriors' Day than
nmerely regarding it as a weath-Iaying, bugle-blow ng and poemreciting
ritual at heroes nmonunents, he said.

"As we renmenber our fallen heroes on July 31 we nust al so contribute in
cash and ki nd as token of our genui ne appreciation of their services," he
sai d when approached by reporters after attending this year's Warri ors' Day
commenoration at the National Mnunent here.

Ex- servi cenen al so needed financi al assi stance, job opportunities and
other facilities when they returnedto civilian life and this was where the
public could come in, at |east on Warriors' Day, he said.

Naji b said he was convinced that if Warriors' Day observance was gi ven
wi dest publicity, Ml aysians at |arge woul d honour their fallen heroes in a
bi g way.

"Wde publicity is needed to i npress upon the citizenry the
significance of celebrating Warriors' Day," he said.

Creating such awareness al so requi red enlighteni ng younger Ml aysi ans
on the country's struggl e for i ndependence and how servi cenen sacrificed to
preserve the country's sovereignty, said Najib.

Ex- Servi cemen Associ ati on of Mal aysi a presi dent Senator Dat uk Mohamad
Abdul Ghani, who was al so approached after today's cerenony, said he w shed
to see |l arge public attendance at future Warri ors' Day observance.

"We are not doi ng enough in observing the day. It's just renenbrance.
W have to do nore,” he said.

Several out-of-towners visiting the National Monument confessed during
a randomsurvey t hat they were unaware t he nati on conmenorated Warriors
Day today.

"I only knew about it when | asked fellowvisitors why are there so
many w eat hs today, " said head of a Johor Baharu famly visiting the
nmonunent .

Earlier, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah,
the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the Chief of Defence
Forces Gen Tan Sri Mbhamed Zahi di Zai nuddi n and t he I nspector-Ceneral of
Police Tan Sri Norian Mai, anong others, laid weaths at the nonunent.
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