15 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r - US
WASHI NGTON RESPECTS MALAYSI A' S Rl GHTS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he believes the United States respects Malaysia' s right to stateits stand
on terrorismand the US-1ed attack on Afghani stan.

"I believe they subscribe to the principle of freedom..| believe they
will not restrict us fromvoicing our views because this is our right as a
country,"” he said in the "Khas Bersanma Perdana Menteri" progranme aired
over RTMtonight.

The Prime M nister said ties between Mal aysi a and t he US were good and
he bel i eved t hat Washi ngton respected Mal aysi a' s stand on events that had
happened.

"I amconvinced that the present American governnent will accept that
there will be views which differ fromtheirs.

"I'f they want all to be in agreenent with themthen this will hinder
di al ogues and debates," he added.
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