28 DEC 2001
Ali -Wat er
WATER TARI FF H KE NO BURDEN TO CONSUMERS

MELAKA, Dec 28 (Bernama) -- Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhanmed Ali
Rustamsaid the five to 10 per cent increase in water tariff fromJan 1
next year is no burden to consuners in the state.

He said the hi ke i s unavoi dabl e as t he Mel aka Wat er Cor porati on ( PAM
has to repay federal governnent | oans for construction of the Jus Dam

The percentage of increase was deci ded after obtaining public feedback,
he said after giving away cheques for conpensation of |and acquired for
construction of Kolej Universiti Tekni kal Kebangsaan Mal aysi a (KUTKM in
Durian Tunggal , here today.

Mohanmed Ali was asked to comment yesterday's announcenent by PAM Deputy
Chai rman Hasnoor Husin on the increase in Melaka's water tariff.

Under the new scale, water tariff for the residential sector is
i ncreased to 50 sen from45 sen a cubic netre while that for industrial
sector, RML.47 from RML. 40.

Mohamed Ali, who is the PAM Chairnan, assured consuners that there
woul d be no nbre increase in water tariff, at | east within the next three
to four years until the conpletion of the Jus Damand wat er treatnent
pl ants in Gadek and Lanchang.

He said PAMis expected to earn another RMb million with inplenentation
of the newwater tariff scale.

At the function, nore than 200 villagers received RMA5.5 million
conmpensation for |land acquisition for construction of the KUTKMcanpus on a
293. 4 hectares in Miki mDurian Tunggal .

Mohamed Ali said the ground breaking cerenony for the RWO00 nillion
canpus wi Il be performed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
on Jan 26.

KUTKM the country's 14th public tertiary education institution, has a
tenporary canpus in Taman Tasi k Utanma here. Its first admi ssion of 360
students was hel d I ast June.
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