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Way forward for BN

THE Bari san Nasional's concept of noderation and nulti-racial co-operation
is the best thing that had happened to this country. There is no doubt
that despite the strains and stresses over the years it has been

remar kabl y successful in governing and | eadi ng the nation since we gained
our independence. Sone Ml aysi ans, especially those fromthe younger
generation, may have a | ot of conplaints about the country but if they
conmpare us with other devel opi ng countries di spassionately, they will have
to accept the reality; that we have the coalition to thank for providing
us with a relatively harnoni ous environnent.

However, the achi evenents of the past al one do not guarantee that
Bari san Nasional will continue to comand the kind of support fromthe
people that it has been used to. BN chairman and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has nmade it clear that to ensure the people's
conti nued support, the coalition must prove its capability in bringing
further progress to the country. To do this will require a |ot of
dedi cation, hard work and unity anmong the various conmponent parties in the
coalition.

What is also needed is for the coalition to adopt a new approach to dea
with a changi ng society, especially the younger generation. They are
generally better educated, Internet and IT savvy and have | ot of energy
whi ch nmake theminpatient to get things nmoving quickly.

The Bari san Nasional will have to adjust and keep pace with the rapid
changes in society, and attune itself with the thinking and aspirations of
the younger electorate. It will then be able to cone out with policies and
deci si ons which are rel evant and acceptable to the young and the old
al i ke.

The coalition has brought the nation to where it is now, w th Ml aysians
enj oyi ng a reasonably high standard of living and with a good
i nfrastructure, through the sincerity, dedication and cl ose co-operation
anong the | eaders and nenbers of the conponent parties. Sound economic
policies and a strong adm nistration under the Barisan Nasi onal CGovernnent
are well known to the people and foreign investors.

These good attributes of the coalition need to be strengthened further
as it noves forward, to convince the people, including the nore
sophi sti cated younger generation, that there is really no alternative to
t he Bari san Nasi onal .

Mal aysia's Vision 2020 to becone a devel oped nation is neant to
gal vani se the people of all races to work towards a greater goal but this
goal can only be achi eved under the coalition. Its conponent parties nust
continue to be vigilant, expose and counter the propaganda and |ies spread
by the Qpposition to underm ne the people's confidence and support for the
Bari san Nasional in working towards Vision 2020.

Only the coalition, which rejects racial and religious extremsm wll
be able to ensure the political, social and econonmic stability that wll
provi de the conducive environnent for us to attain the objectives of a
devel oped nati on.

However, the | eaders of the coalition's conponent parties have a heavy
responsibility to enhance co-operation anong thensel ves, sol ve probl erms
together and to work towards the goal of functioning as a party rather
than as a coalition. Transform ng the coalition to nore of a party wll
require a lot of goodwi Il and a change of nindset anong the conponent



parties and it will take time to evolve. But it is something to | ook
forward to in future.
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