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We all have a role to play in creating a crime-free society
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THE recent surge of youth violence and crimnal activities indicates the
nmoral degradation of youth in alarmng proportions. W had been follow ng
the incidents of col d-bl ooded nurder, sodony and brutal rape of babies and
children, which only reinstate that our society has graduated to viol ence
of horrifying bestiality.

There were cases where fermale children were sexual ly assaulted by their
fathers who are indeed responsible for their protection. For these animals
of lust, | recommend the gall ows. Deep enotional wounds inflicted on these
vul nerabl e victins have left themscarred for life.

Today our society is beset with various social mal adies |ike nurder,
rape, cult-1like behaviour, dadah abuse, broken hones, child abuse, | epak,
vandal i sm street denonstrations and truancy. Enactnent of stiffer
penalties as deterrence to violent crinmes is the need of the hour

Yout hs are the bedrock of our society and country. These | eaders of
tonmorrow need to channel all their energies towards acadeni c and
intellectual pursuits. It is tine we took nmeasures in response to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s call for character education of
yout h.

W need to raise a violence-free child to create a crinme-free society.
Violence is a |l earned behavi our and hence is preventable. No single cause
is identified but a host of factors influences delingquent behaviour in our
chil dren.

The nost inportant contributing factor is the absence of a nurturing and

supportive hone environnent. "It takes a village to raise a child" is a
maxim In the absence of extended families, children are left to be cared
by mai ds and day-care centres. Parents are busy fulfilling their financial

and enpotional need to work. They are unable to shoul der their roles and
responsibilities in this increasingly conplex society and are thus
over burdened and | ost.

They al so | ack parental skills and conpetence. "Attachnent" or
"enotional connection"” with one's parent(s) is paranmount for children to
survive physically and psychol ogically. Children thus connected grow up
feeling nore secure, cope well with harsh realities and show enpat hy
t owar ds ot hers.

Lack of parental supervision, chronic conflict between parents, domestic
vi ol ence and child abuse are the other famly-level risk factors
contributing to viol ence.

School s provide a haven for learning. A greater attachnent to teachers
fosters healthy | earning. However, academ c failures and truancy can
pronot e del i nquent behavi our. Community-1evel factors are drug abuse,
gangs, parental unenpl oyrment, |ow socio-econonic status and | ack of pro-
soci al rol e nodel s.

Exposure to violence in notion pictures, tel evision, nusic videos
contri bute to aggressi ve behavi our and desensitisation to violence in
chil dren and adol escents.

Prevention is better than cure. Violent behaviour can be prevented by
building up resiliency and reducing or elimnating the risk factors stated
above. Parents should supervise their children's activities and spend
quality time with them

Children |l earn by example. Parents nust, therefore, resort to healthy
ways of problemsolving and be positive role nodels worthy of emulation by



their children.

Parents should nonitor the sites their children visit on the Internet as
they have easy access to snut material. Children nust be encouraged to
wat ch educati onal and ot her programmes suitable for their view ng that
facilitate creativity and thinking.

Al ternatively, they can engage thenselves in sports, hobbies, reading
and ot her recreational activities for all-round devel opnent.

School s provi de an opportunity to identify young people who are
potentially at risk. Teachers much be vigilant in detecting negative
behavi our anong st udents.

Parents need to focus on character education and enotional intelligence
to strengthen basic val ues such as honesty, integrity, courage, self-
esteem esteemfor others, perseverance, kindness and conpassion. This
will hel p them becone good citizens and ensure a safer tonorrow.

Parents and teachers can offer guidance regarding conflict resolution,
paraneters of acceptabl e social behaviour, inpulse control, anger
managenent, systematic probl em sol ving nechani sns and devel opnent of sel f-
control

Chil dren can be educated to val ue human differences relating to gender,
race and age. Non-viol ent methods of problemsolving nust be rewarded with
prai se and be encouraged. A positive approach to introduce a behavioura
change is to enphasi se rewards of good behavi our instead of punishnment to
bad behavi our.

Parents, educationalists, conmunity | eaders and | aw enf or cenent
authorities, as a cohesive workforce, need to take conprehensive neasures
to curb violence at its source. Let us rear a violence-free child and nmake
crinme-free society a reality.
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