16 SEP 2001
SEA- Mahat hi r
WE CAN BE THE SEA GAMES CHAMPS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, Sept 16 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
call ed on Mal aysian athletes to go all out towin the five gold nedal s at
stake on the final day of the SEA Ganes tonmorrow to enable Malaysia to
emerge as the overall chanpions for the first tine.

"I amconfident Ml aysia can be the SEA Ganes chanpions,” the Prine
NM nister told reporters after dropping by at the National Aquatic Conpl ex
her e.

As at 8 tonight, Malaysia was in a confortable position to becone the
overal |l chanpions after collecting 106 gold, 72 silver and 83 bronze
medal s. Def endi ng chanpi ons Thai | and had 98 gol d, 82 silver and 85 bronze
nmedal s.

The five gold nmedals tonmorrow will cone fromequestrian (two),
synchroni sed di ving (two) and synchroni sed swi nmi ng (one).

Dr Mahat hir sai d he was sonewhat di sappoi nted when Thai |l and overt ook
Mal aysia in the nedal tally for a brief spell yesterday but was happy to
see Mal aysi a take the | ead again.

The Prine M nister said he had not expected Mal aysi a's gol d nedal haul
to surpass the century mark as its target was only 80 gol ds.

"But the spirit shown by the national athletes was very high. There
really tried hard.

"W shoul dn't be winning in some of the events but we won, boxing for
i nstance. They reall went all out," he said.

At the aquatic conplex, Dr Mahathir sat together with the public to
cheer for the Ml aysian contestants.

As he was returning, the people went to shake his hand in | arge nunbers
and he obliged them even when his vehicle had started noving.
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