11 OCT 2001
Abdul | ah-Terrori sm
WE DON' T ATTACH MJUCH VALUE TO NEW YORK Tl MES REPORT, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernamm) -- The governnent does not attach nuch
value to a New York Tines report that Malaysia is a base for terrorists who
are likely targets for future Anerican anti-terrorist actions, Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d t oday.

He said this was because the report in the newspaper yesterday had
nerely quoted an official.

"If the report is issued by the U S. State Departnent or the U S.

Def ence Departnent it will carry weight and nerit attention,” he sai d when
replying to a questi on by Datuk Mohd Sarit Yusof in the Dewan Rakyat.

The of ficial was quoted by The New York Tines as saying that terrorists
tied to the Al -Qaeda netwrk headed by Gsanmm bin Laden and based in the
Phi | i ppi nes, | ndonesia and Mal aysi a are anong the likely targets of future
covert and overt American actions.

The U.S. has naned Gsanm as the chief suspect for the Sept 11 attacks
in Nerw York and Washi ngton that killed over 6,000 peopl e.

"If the report is issued by the US State Departnent or the US Defence
Departnment it will carry weight and nmerit attention," he saidin the Dewan
Rakyat during Question Tine.

Repl ying to Datuk Mhd Sarit Yusof (BN Tenerloh), he said if indeed the
report was correct then they had i nformati on about this country "and hence
shoul d di scl ose the information to us."

"They shoul d state which group is invol ved, whether Ml aysians or
foreigners based in Malaysia to commit terrorism” he said.

"This will enable us to help and cooperate to smash the activities of
crimnals or terrorists," he said.

Abdul I ah said Mal aysia's stand on terrorismwas clearly stated not only
over the medi a but al so during the recent tel ephone conversati on between
the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and US Presi dent CGeorge
W Bush.

He said the stand was cl ear and there was no necessity to repeat it to
the United States.

Mal aysi a's cooperation in this matter to date had been clear and the
new US Anbassador to Mal aysi a had t hanked t he governnent for this, Abdullah
sai d.

"I hope that if there is anything undesirable which they (Anerica) feel
will threaten their interests here or the interests of others or that of
our own government, they will not hesitate to informus."

"So that we exchange i nfornmati on and take action agai nst these
terrorists," Abdull ah said.

Earlier Abdullah gave a | engthy explanation on the activities of
terrorists in Mal aysi a when replying to P. Konal a Devi (BN Kapar) and 28
ot her menbers of the House.

Abdul | ah said apart fromthe comunist terrorist threat which had since
been smashed, Ml aysia al so faced threats fromseveral mlitant groups
whi ch were out to topple the governnment by force.

He said since 1967, no fewer than 10 underground novenents had
struggl ed through militancy or via revolutionto take over the governnent.

They included the Tentera Sabilillah (1967), Kunpul an Rohani ah (1971),
Angkat an Revol usi | sl am(1974), Kunpul an Crypto (1977), Kunpul an Muhamad
Nasir Ismail (1980), Kunpul an Jundullah (1987) and Al Maunah (2000).

He said all these groups had been smashed and t hose i nvol ved had been



det ai ned under the Internal Security Act (I SA) and under provisions of
existing crimnal |aws.

Abdul | ah al so expl ai ned about the Kunpulan M litan Ml aysia (KMV),
those involved in this group and the crimnal activities carried out by the
group, which coul d endanger national security.

He said so far 19 nmenbers of the KMM had been arrested including an
I ndonesi an Per nanent Resi dent.

He said of the total, 15 had been rehabilitated under the | SA, three
prosecuted in court while another died while under remand due to serious
injuries suffered earlier during the robbery at the Sout hern Bank.

Abdul | ah said police were al so i nvestigating ot her menbers of the group
and stepping up i nformati on to the peopl e about extrem st and mlitant
groups and their activities which coul d endanger national security.

On the rel ease of a Wite Paper, Abdullah said the governnent was
studyi ng t he appropri ateness of issuing a Wite Paper on the Al -Maunah
G oup, the KMMand the Kanpung Medan i nci dent.

"However at this point it is still not appropriate to i ssue the Wite
Paper as the court process involving the accused persons is still onand it
is feared will affect the trial process," he said.

Abdul | ah al so rejected the claimby the Opposition Leader Datuk Fadzil
Nor (PAS- Pendang) that one of the KMMnenbers had suffered nmenory | oss due
to alleged torture during the | SA detention.

He said the governnent did not allowany formof torture agai nst | SA
det ai nees.
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