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VEE NEI THER ENDORSE NOR OPPCSE ANY CANDI DATE- DR MAHATHI R

| POH, April 7 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d t oday he and hi s deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi had nei t her endorsed nor opposed any candi date vying for posts in
the current Umo Divisional elections.

"The candi dates should vie for the posts based on their own perfornmance
and not depend on any nanes," he told reporters at the Sultan Azl an Shah
Airport here at the end of his two-day visit to Perak.

Umo Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Perak Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali were al so present.

Dr Mahat hir said he wanted the best candidate towinin the election --
t he candi dat e who di d not use unaccept abl e met hods to becone head.

On his visit to Parit Buntar, Bagan Serai and Parit yesterday, the
Prime Mnister said he had listened to the people's problens inthe three
ar eas.

"During the dial ogue they raised their problens and we now know t heir
probl ens. W have to listento their probl enms before we can take action,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said fromhis visit to the three places, he gathered that
t he peopl e general |y had no probl ens i n supporting Umo.

"They only want certain devel opnent there," he said.

In the General Election of Nov 29, 1999, PAS won the Parlianentary
seats of Parit Buntar and Parit and al so captured the Titi Serong state
seat in the Bagan Serai Parlianmentary constituency.

"I went there not because they are in opposition areas but | felt that
is agood place to visit to give a boost to Umo in the area, which was a
little di sappoi nted because it lost inthe last election,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad al so said the formation of Puteri Umo
was not ai med at creating anot her group for wonen wi thin Umo apart from
Vani ta Umo.

"The ai mof having Puteri Umo is to expand wonen's invol venent in
Umo. It was set up to attract nore young wonmen to join Umo," he said.

The Prine M nister said Wanita Umo had no probl ens over the fornmation
of Puteri Umo and had accepted its inceptionin good faith as it provided
a choi ce to wonmen aged bel ow 35 as to whether to join Puteri Umo or Wanita
umo.

Wonen joining Puteri Umo woul d be briefed on the Umo spirit and
tradition so that they would be aware of the Umo struggle, he said.

"Those joining Puteri Umo will formthe next |ine of | eaders and will
take over the Wanita Umo | eadership when its present | eaders becone
ol der," Dr Mahathir said.

The Prine M nister said that the point raised by Wani ta Umo head Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz recently was that Puteri Umo shoul d not just recruit
nmenbers fromthe existing Wanita Umo nmovenent but rather | ook for new
nenbers as Umo wanted to increase its menbership.

"If they just take nenbers of Wanita Umo, there will be no increase in
t he Umo nmenbership. This is what the Wanita Umo head neant," he said.
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