14/ 11/ 2001
We won't conpromi se with groups that threaten peace, says PM

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnment will not conprom se with radica
groups which pronote a narrow i deol ogy wi thout respecting the rights of
ot her races and religions.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d Mal aysi ans respected
one anot her and were free to practise their religion and custons w thout
fear or threat.

"However, of late, there are extrem st groups which threaten our harnony
and peace. The Governnent will not conprom se with any radical group," he
said in his Deepavali nessage.

He added that while Malaysia was an Islanmic nation with the majority of
its citizens being Miuslins, the rights and freedom of other races were
protected by the Federal Constitution.

Dr Mahathir said even the smallest group in Malaysia had rights in al
fields including politics, society, econony and religion.

Mal aysi ans shoul d appreci ate t he understandi ng and t ol erance which
exi sted anong the people who conprised different races and religions.

"Qur country has achieved a |lot, rmuch nore than nany other countries.
Mal aysia i s considered the npst successful devel oping country. Al this
had been achi eved through stability and harnony, unity and tol erance anong
the different races," he said.

The Prime M nister added that wi thout these val ues, Ml aysia might not
have achi eved the progress and peace which it had. In other countries,
feuds between races and religions had destroyed the nation.

Instability in their own countries I ed many foreigners to try and
smuggl e t hensel ves i nto Mal aysi a.

"This (illegal immgration) normally happens to devel oped countries, not
devel opi ng nations. But alnost two nillion foreigners have entered our

country, legally or illegally.
"If our country was not peaceful and progressive, they would not cone
here," he said.

Mal aysi ans shoul d realise they were fortunate not to have to migrate
el sewhere.

"Mal aysia is our country and we have to ensure that it remains peaceful
and successful ,” he said.

He believed that Mal aysi ans, especially H ndus, were thankful as they
were able to celebrate the festival with joy. He encouraged themto hold
open houses for friends of other races and religions, urging all to
strengt hen peace through this Ml aysian tradition
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