23/ 05/ 2001

Weed out the parasites

THE rulings requiring Umo division heads to declare their assets to the
party and prohibiting themfrom having busi ness dealings with any
governnent agency with i medi ate effect speak vol unes about the

| eadership's efforts to eradi cate the scourge of noney politics.

Di saffection with Umo rises fromthe perception that anti-denocratic
forces - practitioners of noney politics - had wornmed their way into the
heart of the party and subverted it to serve not the interests of the
Mal ays but their very own.

Anti -denocratic because they abused the ball ot box, the instrunent of
the people, and turned it agai nst the peopl e.

Needl ess to say, Umo's political culture is under attack fromw thin
since noney politics cone with a host of attendant problens such as abuse
of power, corrupt practices, factionalismand disunity.

Futile as it is to neasure its extent, it has, doubtlessly, reached the
| evel where the received wisdomis that business and politics work hand in
gl ove.

It is this nexus, too, that has brought about the perception of an
energi ng "nmoney-political class" within the Malay comunity. An el enent
that blights Umo's material achievenments for they conme with nora
failings of the party.

Those who buy votes fail to realise that they are robbing the party of
its integrity.

It is no exaggeration that at one point of time, Umo threatens to slip
into political wilderness and its survival in the future is in doubt.

Nor is it melodramatic to say that the new rules that bind the division
heads are born of Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
realisation that the hopel essness of the future dictates the firmess of
t he present.

Rul es aside, the supreme council's endorsenent of the suspension of the
six division | eaders who were found gulity of w nning support through the
use of nmoney is a salutary precedent.

It signifies that the | eadership is absolutely intent on cleansing the
party.

Nevert hel ess, the rule barring business dealings with the Governnent
requires a nonitoring nechanismthat will prevent it from being
ci rcumvent ed t hrough the appoi ntnent of proxy and machinations of its ilKk.

M ght we add that such a resol ve shoul d be extended to purge noney
politics fromthe nation's general election.

There have been previous accusati ons of candi dates enticing people to
use their lust, not conscience, to cast votes.

The al | eged nexus of conpanies and political parties has created
perceptions of corruption and cronyismin both the corporate and politica
| andscapes.

Per haps, political parties can reach a consensus on anendi ng the
taxation and conpany |laws to enabl e a donation of one to five per cent of
profits for political purposes.

Such donations can be tax-deducti ble and nade payabl e only by cheque. In
addition, a regulatory nechanismnonitored strictly by an inparti al
commttee can be set up to nonitor the candi dates' expenses during the
canpai gn peri od.

This will necessitate an inposition of a realistic ceiling on canpaign



expenses and will require candidates to maintain detail ed accounts.

Political bribery in all its variant forns and political parasites
shoul d be obliterated.

The rul es provide a foundation for a clean Umo. Dare we say that Dr
Mahat hir has ushered in what nmay prove to be a radically altered era of
Umo politics?
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