14/ 08/ 2001
Weedi ng out phantomvoters

reports on "Dewan Negara" by A non Mhd; Brenda Lim
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the names of those who
want to register as voters will be rejected if their identity card nunbers
do not exist in the National Registration Departnent's records.

He said the El ection Comm ssion had begun its online registration with
t he NRD.

"The conputer will reject their registrations if their identity card
nunbers are not listed with the NRD," he said in a witten reply to a
question by Senat or Nosi mah Hashi m

During el ection day, Dr Mahathir said the comm ssion woul d seek the
expertise of NRD officers to detect voters with doubtful docunents.

He said the conmi ssion would continue to address problens relating to
phantomvoters and that it had conducted thorough checks with the NRD
since last year to not only clean up the electoral roll but determ ne and
establish the citizenship status of every registered voter.

"Names of dubious voters will be struck out fromthe electoral roll if
the conmission finds that the status of their citizenship is doubtful and
not in the NRD records."

Dr Mahathir said this would enable the el ectoral roll to be updated on a
regular basis inline with Regulation 19, Election Rules (Voters
Regi stration) 1971.
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