17/ 08/ 2001
Wel fare progranme for students

Azran Aziz
RAUB, Thurs. - Umo Youth today |launched its welfare progranme for poor
students in institutions of higher |earning.

Per nas Hol di ngs Bhd has contri buted RW00, 000 as well as RMLOO, 000 worth
of goods for the progranme.

Under the progranme's first schene, recipients will receive a one-off
aid of RWVA0O0 on admission to the institutions.

As for the second schene, recipients will receive a nonthly all owance of
RMB0OO each until they have conpleted their tertiary education. On top of
that, their famlies will receive goods worth RMLOO every nonth.

There are 240 students in the first batch, with 220 of them benefiting
fromthe second schene.

This progranme follows the novenent's earlier comunity progranmes
i nvol ving fishermen in Dungun, Terengganu and settl ers/rubber tappers in
Si k, Kedah.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussein said the progranme was
part of the novenent's efforts to help the Mal ays progress.

He sai d under Umo, no group woul d be sidelined.

"Acadeni c excellence is the nmain goal and struggle of the Umo Youth,"
he sai d when | aunchi ng the programe at Kanpung Pasir Bayamin Dong, here.

Anong t hose present were Pernas G oup chairman and chi ef executive
of ficer Tunku Tan Sri Shahri man Tunku Sul ai man, Raub Ummo chi ef Dat uk
Shahi ruddi n Abdul Min, Umo Youth executive council menbers, Pahang Umo
Youth chief Ismail Mhaned Said and his committee menbers.

H shanmuddi n, who is also Youth and Sports Mnister, said the cash
assi stance woul d pronpt the students to strive for academ c excel |l ence.

"At the sane tine, it will assist the head of their famlies to focus on
bringing up their children well, especially in the field of education.

"It will also notivate the siblings of the recipients to study hard."

H shanmmuddi n said the launch of the fund had cone at a good tine.

"Whi | e di scussions had been centred on matters |ike quota system and
meritocracy, efforts to inprove the children's academ c performance
appears to have taken a backseat.

"That is why we feel that the novenent, through its education bureau
has to take the initiative. This we hope to do with the support of private
compani es, " he said.

H shanmuddin said this was also in line with what Prinme Mnister and
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said - that the
responsibility to i nprove the academ ¢ performance of the Ml ays shoul d be
shoul dered by all quarters and not only the | eadership.

"Umo Yout h has pl aced enphasis on core aspects in its struggle and
these are training, religion, education and social," he said, adding that
every activity that it organi sed would be |inked to these.
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