16 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - Deci si on
VWHATEVER DECI SI ONS ARE | N THE | NTEREST OF THE NATI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVMPUR, July 16 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
t oday what ever deci si ons he has nmade during t he past 20 years as prine
m ni ster have been for the good of the country.

He said he m ght have made sone m stakes as wel | as deci sions that were
unpopul ar al ong t he way.

"I think I may have nade sone ni stakes, yes, but | cannot regret the
deci sions that | have made al t hough they may be very unpopul ar and rmay have
caused me to | ose support.

"But | believe |l made these things for the good of the country, not for
my own good, because |' mgoing, anyway. | can't stay forever," he said at a
news conference after presenting a keynote address at the Ml aysi an
El ectric Power Forum 2001, here.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about his achi evenents and regrets on being
Mal aysia's prime mnister for 20 years since July 16 1981

He said the greatest achi evenent for Malaysia was to be able to
mai ntain stability and rel ative raci al harnony, unlike other multiraci al
countries.

He said: "If you |l ook at other nmultiracial countries, you will know
that very few have been able to achieve stability and many of themare
unabl e to devel op because of differences in the various races."

He said this was not the case for Ml aysi a where the peopl e of various
backgrounds coul d live, work and pl ay together and were able to settle
their differences around the table.

He hoped t hat Mal aysia woul d continue to be stable and to grow rapidly.

"I hope that Malaysia will continue to be i ndependent and not
control l ed by any party except Ml aysians."

When asked how nany nore years he would remain as prime mnister, Dr
Mahat hir said he hoped that he woul d be able to retire as soon as he was
al | oned to.

"At the nmonent, |'mnot supposed to mention this thing. It has a very
bad ef fect on the narket, maybe the share prices mght goupif I retire,
dont know, but they say it may go down,"” he said in jest.

- - BERNANA

MAM ZS JK



	WHATEVER DECISIONS ARE IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 16/07/2001)

