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What | eaders hope for in line-up

Jaswi nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Barisan Nasional conponent party | eaders in Sabah
hope that Chief M nister-designate Datuk Chong Kah Kiat will forma State
Cabinet that reflects the true spirit of the coalition's power sharing
concept .

The | eaders al so hope that Chong, who is Liberal Denpcratic Party
president, will choose a Cabinet line-up which will be able to tackle
future chal |l enges.

Chong yesterday said he had held a prelimnary discussion with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad on the conposition of the new
Cabi net and hoped to finalise the |ine-up by next week.

Sabah Umo Wanita novenment head Dat uk Dayang Mahani Tun Ahmad Raf ae
said the new |line-up should reflect the various comunities in the State.
"The power sharing concept nust be upheld. This is to ensure that co-

operation between the different comunities in Sabah remnains strong.

"I al so hope all BN conponent parties in Sabah support the new Cabi net.
If the BNis not strong and we start fighting anong ourselves, it wll
give others the opportunity to take over the State," she said.

Sabah Umo Youth head Tawfi g Abu Bakar Titingan said the novenent gave
its support to Chong in appointing those with potential into the Cabinet.

"The change in the Cabi net however should not be too drastic to ensure
the grassroots continue to support the BN. At the sanme tine, we hope
seni or government officers will not be transferred due to changes in the
Gover nment . "

Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) Information Unit head Richard Yong said
the party woul d co-operate with Chong and nenbers of the new Cabinet.

"We are also anxious to know who will be in the Cabinet," he said.

Sabah MCA chai rman Edward Khoo said he was certain Chong woul d be able
to discharge his responsibility as Chief Mnister in an effective manner.

"We are happy that the BN has upheld the principle of the rotation
systemand MCA wi || support Chong for the welfare of the people in Sabah,"
he sai d.

On Friday, United Pasoknonogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (Upko)
president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said the BN was a sincere Governnent and
woul d del i ver what was due to the Kadazandusun conmunity.

"At present, there are representatives fromthe Kadazandusun conmunity
in the State Cabinet and we hope this will be maintained,"” he said when
asked to comment on the fact that a Kadazandusun had not been appointed
Chief Mnister as wi dely specul at ed.

In the current State Cabinet |ine-up under the | eadership of Datuk Gsu
Sukam from Umo, there are two ninisters and one assistant mnister from
Upko.

They are Infrastructure Devel opnment M nister Datuk WIfred Bunburing who
is also Deputy Chief Mnister, Datuk Wences Anggang who i s Resource
Devel opnent and I nformation Technol ogy M ni ster and Datuk Siringan Gubat
who is Agriculture Devel opnment and Food I ndustry Assistant Mnister.
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