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Parliament - sl am
VWHEN A DAP MP TALKS ABOUT | SLAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- A Menber of Parliament fromthe DAP
caused quite a stir in the Dewan Rakyat when he tal ked on I sl am

Chong Eng (DAP-Bukit Mertajam said that the Sarawak United People's
Party (SUPP), MCA and Gerakan had strongly objected to an Islanmc state
during the recent Sarawak el ection.

But they supported it instead when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad decl ared that Mal aysia is an Islanic state.

"The MCA, Cerakan and SUPP | eaders tell the non-Mislins that the
I slam c state nentioned by Dr Mahathir is a secular Islamc state," he said
when debating the Suppl enentary Supply Bill (2001) (No.2) 2001.

"So, | want to know fromthe Honourable Prinme Mnister whether this is
so," he said.

As this juncture, Robert Lau Hoi Chew (BN Sibu), Datuk Mhanad Haj i
Aziz (BN-Sri Gading), Datuk Mohd Ali Haji Hassan (BN Tebrau), Datuk Bung
Mokt ar Radi n ( BN- Ki nabat angan), Datuk Ruhani e Ahnmad (BN-Parit Sul ong) and
Shahzi man Abu Mansor (BN Tampin) stook up to seek clarification.

This |l ed to verbal exchange between the backbenchers and Chong, forcing
t he Deputy Speaker LimSi Cheng to rem nd the MPs to observe the standing
or der.

But Chong, in continuing his speech, said: "W don't need an Islamc
state to pronote Islam The United States is a secul ar country and yet
Islamis a fast-growing religion there. W nust renenber that this country
belongs to all. Mislins and non-Mislinms alike have the rights to deternine
the country's devel oprment . "

The remar ks unl eashed anot her round of verbal exchange as nore Muslim
Menmbers of Parlianment joined in.

Li mwas qui ck to keep the situation under control by announci ng that
Chong's 20 minutes were over.

Bung Mokt ar, who spoke during the debate | ater, took Chong to task for
tal ki ng about |slam

"We can debate on whatever issues on |Islambut we nust have know edge
onlslam If we don't, it could lead to wong interpretation of the actual
situation,” he said.
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