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When aging is not coming of age
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I T HAS been decided that the age limt of the Puteri Umo chief is 35, the
sane as its nmenbers.

That should be fine as it is a true reflection of what the word Puteri
means in the context of the political novenent, youngi sh and yet to be
perceived as a mak cik

But the rule does not apply for the Umo Youth chief in which there is
no age limt for any party nenber to assume the post.

Wiile to remain in the novenent and assune other posts, the age limt is
set at 40 but the chief is an exception.

Quite a gender-biased policy against the fairer sex but it can al so be
vi ewed from anot her perspective in which, the party | eadership may want to
contain the yout hful exuberance of the Umo Youth nmenbers with nore mature
and | ess tenperanental | eaders.

Thi s point had been brought up by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sone three nonths ago when tal ki ng about the | eadership tussle in
t he MAYC yout h organi sation

Hi s remarks about the struggle for |eadership was quite scathing, in
whi ch, he said the youth novenent should be | ed by the youth.

While Dr Mahathir's observation and remark nmay be taken as a one-off
thing, the essence of it should nake it clear to the practitioners who
refused to et go their position in the youth novenents despite having
reached the zenith of their existence.

Wil e the MAYC renains in the hands of those not so youthful anynore,
some of the student novenents in the nation are also still caught in
simlar trappings.

The Peni nsul ar Mal ay Students Federation in Datuk Suhaim 1brahim too,
have soneone who does not seem "studently" enough to be its president.

Much as it may have been a trend anbng yout h organi sati ons and st udent
bodi es to have individuals who do not actually represent their raison
detre, it is not sonmething that should be allowed to continue.

Take Suhai m for exanple.

When he decided to criticise Umo Youth chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein
for maki ng a generalised statenent that nost student |eaders froml ocal
universities are anti-Government, Suhaim did not cone across as the voice
of the students but nore of a politician.

Suhai m rmay have a point when he argued that remarks such as that com ng
from H shanuddi n coul d | eave a negative effect on student |eaders and
soci ety.

Accusi ng Hi shanmuddi n as nmaki ng basel ess accusati ons, Suhaim further
argued t hat such remarks woul d convi nce soci ety of student |eaders as
anti - Gover nnent .

Wher eas, he further contended, there had been signs that the student
| eaders were prepared to neet, discuss and hold di al ogues on the nation's
| eadershi p, international and contenporary issues.

Suhaim's renmarks are definitely those of a populist and deviating from
the original issue of whether the magjority of the student |eaders in |oca
unversities are anti-Governnent or not.

Reactions fromthe International Islam c University student counci
presi dent Ahnmad Fadzli Yusof was nore reflective of a university student
when replying to H shamuddi n.

Wil e transparently diplomatic when he said that the students were only



criticising Governnment policies which they deenmed agai nst the interest of
soci ety, the next sentence was very pertinent.

"The attitude of the Governnent of not being sensitive to the voice of
the students before this has nmade us to | ean nore towards the opposition,”
he pointed out.

In short, there is an admittance that quite a nunber of |ocal university
student | eaders are anti-Covernnent or pro-opposition, whichever one
prefers.

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara student council president Nazrul Fazam was
nore forthcom ng, admtting that sone student | eaders were influenced by
t he opposition propaganda.

Speaking to a student | eader who supports the present Governnent, he
clainmed that nost of the established universities (to be read traditiona
ones) are controlled by those who are pro-opposition.

He pointed out that the probl emwas not sonething new.

"The seeds had been planted for a long tinme ... the opposition parties
had been working on the cadre systemand had been active in getting cl ose
to potential student |eaders.

"In fact, the cycle of the cadre system had now reached the | evel where
the students who were pro-opposition had now becone | ecturers and they,
now in turn, are recruiting potential student |eaders into their fold," he
added.

This student |eader also reveal ed that opposition party | eaders had been
active in assisting student | eaders who are in their fold in canpus
el ections.

It is not a new phenonenon if students are anti-Governnent.

In fact, that had al ways been the way in the past in which, it is
actually quite trendy to be agai nst the establishnent.

But that did not nake them pro-opposition.

The difference nowis that, apart from being anti-Governnent, quite a
nunber are pro-opposition

That too is not sonething extraordinary especially in Ml aysia where
denocracy, though perceived to be inits infancy by its foreign critics,
had al | onwed such choi ces anong the students.

As such, student |eaders should also not get all worked up with
H shanmuddin's criticisns as he was nmerely exercising his denocratic right
and at the same tinme, there is a lot of truth to it.

Wil e Suhaim may want to get into the fray, the fact remains - the
criticisnms fromH shamuddin are nerely thoughts of a politician who may
feel the desperation of trying to swing things his way.

For the students, it is their conscience to guide themas they enbark on
the journey of being the noral guardian of society and the watchdog of the
gover nnent .

But that can only be achieved if they choose to take the m ddl e path.

Taki ng sides nerely alienate part of the society which may bel ong on the
other side of the political divide.

If they realise this, then, the student |eaders will truly cone of age.

( END)
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