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WH TEHALL HOPES TO STRENGTHEN TI ES W TH PUTRAJAYA

By: Alan Ting

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- VWitehall is confident that its ties
with Putrajaya will be further strengthened with the visit by the Prine
M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, to Britain next week.

Qutgoing British H gh Comm ssioner to Mal aysia, G ahamFry, said
Britain was very keen to ensure "a conti nuous, close and friendly rel ati ons
with Mal aysi a since both countries had deep Iinks ranging fromhistory to
i nvestment, trade and education.”

"During the com ng neeting between Dr Mahat hir and Tony Blair (British

Prime Mnister), | would expect themto talk on the general state of
bilateral relations and perhaps one or two other international issues as
well," he told Bernama in an intervi ew here today.

Fry, whose three-year termends on Sept 19, will return to London as
t be Deputy Under Secretary in the Foreign Affairs office.

Dr Mahathir will arrive in London on Sept 11 for a two-day visit before
goi ng on to Russia, Gernmany and Luxenburg.

Fry said Britain had al ways regarded Mal aysia as an i nportant country
inthis part of the world.

"So what we are aimng to do is to deepen those |inks and make sure we
keep the relations close," he said.

"It is also inportant for Britain to devel op that rel ati ons.

He said anong efforts that Britain woul d make was to have nore trade
and i nvest ment in Mal aysi a whi ch had al ready recovered fromthe gl oony
condition in 1997.

"The British Governnent has decided to explainto the small and medi um
(SM) conpani es through the trade partners in UK about the Ml aysi an
econoni ¢ recovery," he said.

Fry said there woul d be nore British trade missions to Mal aysi a before
the end of this year.

"There will be a Malaysia British Council m ssion at the end of COctober
and i n Novenber nore than 100 British conpanies will visit Malaysiain the
oil and gas mission," he said.
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keep the rel ations cl ose,” he said.
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Grahamsaid there woul d be nore British trade m ssions to Mal aysi a
before the end of this year.

"There will be a Mal aysia British Council nission at the end of Cctober
and in Novenber nore than 100 British conpanies will visit Malaysiain the
oil and gas mssion," he said.

Fry said both countries were al so expected to build up science and
t echnol ogy co-operation.

It would be noted that Britain had produced the nost nunber of science
nobel prize winners after the USA, he said.



"W want cl oser relationship in science and technol ogy since we have at
| east 15 Briti sh conpani es operating in the Miul timedi a Super Corri dor
(MSQ), " he said.

The MSC is a high technol ogy zone covering 15 by 50KM sout h of Kual a
Lunpur.

On education, Fry said Britain had expanded its schol arshi p programme
for Mal aysi a and had of f ered about 50 postgraduate schol arshi ps for
Mal aysi ans to further their studies in Britain.

"Everything will be paid for under this schol arshi p progranme as we are
very keen to have the best for Ml aysia," he said.

Fry said the British Enbassy in Mal aysi a was al so wor ki ng t owar ds
setting up a "British Alumi Network"” since thousands of Mal aysi ans
graduated fromBritish universities every year.

On his new posting, he said "I amstill very much involved with
Mal aysi a since my newjob will include Mal aysi a al t hough the coverage wil |
be wi der."

"l amextrenely happy with Ml aysia and feel very sorry to | eave," he
sai d.

Asked when Bl air woul d nake his first visit to Malaysia, Fry said, "I
know he (Blair) likes to cone, it is just a matter of tinme."

Blair is serving his second termas Prinme Mnister having | ed his
Labour Party to victory inthe British election in June this year.
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