31/ 12/ 2001
What a show of stars!

Suraya Al -Attas; Hafidah Samat; Shuib Taib
HUNDREDS of Broadway cast menbers sing New York, New York for a public
servi ce announcenent shot on Sept 28 in New York's Times Square.

The conmercial is an effort to bring tourismback to New York after the
World Trade Center disaster. In the front row (fromleft) are Bebe
Neuwi rt h, Susan Lucci, Joel Gey, Mchele Lee, Valerie Harper, Bernadette
Peters, Betty Buckley, Elaine Stritch, Nathan Lane and Matthew Broderi ck.

* POP diva Mariah Carey was checked into a New York hospital's psycho
ward on July 25. The 31-year-old singer was runoured to have attenpted
sui ci de when, earlier that day, she was practically carried by two
security nmen fromthe Tribeca Gand Hotel in Manhattan, where she'd
trashed her roomand was bl eeding badly fromher left arm The enotiona
col | apse was apparently triggered by her being jilted by jeal ous Latin
boyfriend Luis M guel .

* HOLLYWOOD' S gol den coupl e Tom Crui se and N col e Ki dnan ended their 10-
year marriage in February, when he filed for divorce in Los Angel es,
citing irreconcilable differences. In Novenber, Cruise declared he stil
had feelings for his ex-wife in a candid US tel evision interview The two
eventual |y setted on a divorce settlenent out of court.

* AFTER six years in the recording studio, self-proclainmed King of Pop
M chael Jackson returned fromhis self-inposed exile in Cctober with a
new, record-setting US$30 nmillion (RML14 million) al bum Invincible.

Al so, in conjunction with his 30th anniversary as a recording artiste
and his year 2000 induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fane, Sony
Musi ¢ re-rel eased four of his back catal ogue al buns - Of The Wall,
Thriller, Bad and Danger ous.

Meanwhi l e, nore than two decades after a "nysterious illness" started
turning Jackson's skin white, people started to wonder if he was turning
bl ack again. The Anmerican Press reported that Jackson, who i s obsessed
wi th his physical appearance, spent over STG500,000 (RMR2.75 million) to
have his skin "air-brushed" several shades darker in a recent filmof him
perform ng with his brothers.

US gossip columists claimthat every frame was adjusted with the aid of
a British-made conputer known as Henry.

The sel |l -out show cel ebrati ng Jackson's 30 years in show busi ness was
filmed in New York in early Septenber.

* NI NG BAI ZURA and Siti Nurhaliza becane the "toast" of Ml aysi an nen
when they were voted the sexiest and second sexiest female respectively in
Mal aysi a, based on a G obal Sex Survey poll conducted by Durex Condom
Manufacturer SSL International Plc. Wiile Ning decided to let it be, Siti
had to make a statenent denyi ng she was sexy!

* FORMER | ocal recording artiste, M Sani, resurfaced after a | ong
hi atus, maki ng headlines for the wong reasons! He was brought to court on
charges of raping his step-daughters.

* Singer Jamal Abdillah finally gave his first solo concert, after being
inthe nmusic industry for 22 years, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, Kual a
Lunpur.

* Entertainer Anita Sarawak, 49, got married (for the fourth tinme!) to
British businessman, Martin Cox @ Mhaned Mahat hir Abdul | ah, this year.
Her previous husbands were Singaporean Mhanmed Abdul Samad, the late
| ndonesi an si nger Broery Maranti ka and Anerican J.D. Ni chol as of The
Comodor es.



* AFTER 20 years, Ml aysia's |ongest-surviving rock band Search was
officially di sbanded on Jan 16. The announcenent was nade by the group's
recordi ng conpany of 12 years, BM5 Music (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd. During its
glory years, Search which conprised frontman Any, Yazit, Nasir, Kid and
Din, churned out a string of infectious tunes including |sabella, Rozana,
Meniti Titian Usang, Bulan Madu Di Awan Biru

* IN July, the black netal issue "clouded" the |ocal entertai nnent
scene. This resulted in rock bands being banned fromperfornmng "live".
What nmade it worse was that the negative reports (that followers of this
genre of nusic indulged in anti-establishment/anti-religion activities)
had been bl own out of proportion!

* H P hop gigs and inmorality? This issue cane about after a Ml ay
tabloid ran a frontpage story which stated that hip hop gigs induced
i mor al behavi our anbng yout h.

The report, headlined Seks Bebas Hi p Hop, was reported after the
anni versary concert celebration of a local entertai nnent nagazi ne at a
club in Kuala Lunpur. The allegations caused uproar anbng several |oca
hi p hop groups in the country.
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