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Way our schol ars appear uninterested in their studies

Mohamad Latif Jantan

| REFER to "Acadeni c success is not handed out on a platter” (NST, July
3). | recall seeing a picture published in the Press years ago show ng
uni versity students staging a denonstration in London.

There was this bobby with his hands behi nd his back who faced the
students and said: "You don't need a university education to do this."

Today our Prime Mnister is saying the sane thing to our university
students, only adding "even idiots can do this".

It is not that our students have no interest to study. It is, | believe,
the rather easy availability of scholarships and study | oans offered to
themand also a trend to join the bandwagon (to stage street
denonstrations).

In the early eighties, nmy son was pursuing his degree in the US. He was
on conpany sponsor shi p.

Wil e he was there, he net many Ml aysi an schol arshi p students and this
was what he observed

For the first year they showed a | ot of enthusiasmand were serious in
their studies. However, this slowy nelted away when they got to know
their way around. The seniors showed themthe "ropes".

Fromthen on, skipping | ectures and assignnments, for exanple, becane
very glaring. Many woul d use their scholarship funds to travel around the
country and began to ignore their studies.

Wiy they had adopted this attitude was not hard to understand. They
reasoned that it was unnecessary to put in that extra effort sinply
because at the end of the day, they were assured of passing and
graduati ng.

Furthernore, jobs especially in the governnent sector, were waiting for
themat honme. So what the writer had highlighted in his letter that his
students were very | ackadai sical towards their educati on was not sonething
out of the ordinary.

The Prime Mnister had said, "The Mal ays are not stupid or
unintelligent, they are just not interested about study."

I can show proof and agree to this.

Mal ay doctors like Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman, Datuk Seri Dr Megat Khas
Megat Omar, Dr S. Cassimare still remenbered by people of nmy age.

An what about our Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and his
wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Ali. Even ny six-year-old grandson can
recogni se them whenever they appear on TV.

Then there was the late Tun Mohamad Suffian, Datuk Harun Hashi mand Tun
Sal | eh Abas who are experts in | aw

These are but only a few Malays who "are interested to study" and
hungered for academ c excell ence. Through hard work they had achi eved what
they wanted to be. So why cannot the Mal ay students of today do |ikew se
with all the assistance provided thenf

If they are not interested in studying why not give their places to
ot hers nore deserving?
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