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WI1l Pas reveal details of its Islamic Polity?

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE rise of Islam c politics and nowmlitancy in countries with Muslim
majorities is usually caused by t he weakeni ng structures of those states,
begi nni ng spectacularly with the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

I ran becane an I sl am ¢ theocratic state when the peopl e rose agai nst the
Angl o- Russi an i nposed and US-backed corrupt and repressive Pahl avi
nonar chy.

O course, Islamic mlitancy has a |l onger history. It exists and wll
strengthen in the imediate future for as long as Islamretains the
vitality as perceived by its nmilitant foll owers.

A governnment that is perceived to be corrupt and inefficient, and an
i mpoveri shed econony will necessarily fire the passion for Islanic
political mlitancy. Inthese circunstances, the establishnent of Islamc
governance or State becones irresistible.

Since 1979, | have felt that sonething was brewing in Pas. | was not
wrong. Since then, we have accumul ated, with i ncreasi ng speed, enough
evi dence that Pas wants, conme what nay, to found a scrupul ously Islanic
theocratic state. It was abetted by the DAP until the recent divorce.

The Umo- 1| ed Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Governnent has been under constant
pressure fromPas and other Islamc fringes to nove towards an "Islamc
theocratic state" and away fromthe present gentle strain of |Islamwhich
we actually practise.

This is the way |slamshould be observed - in wisdom peace and
tolerance. Islam contrary to popul ar perception, is a practical and
progressive religion. Some foll owers make it cunbersone, difficult and
unattractive for potential converts, even though I sl am unlike
Christianity, is not a proselytizing faith. Hence t he absence of a network
of nissionary societies and religious activism

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, |ast week
unequi vocal |y stated that "Malaysiais already an | sl anmi ¢ country" based
on the fatwa of the ul ama who have defined what constitutes an Islamc
nation.

To extricate itself froma political Catch-22 situation, Pas has instead
asked Dr Mahathir to declare Mal aysia an Islam c state via l egislation.

There are some 56 countries which are recogni sed by the United Nations
and the Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (O C) as Islamc nations.
W are a noted nenber of both organisations.

Dr Mahat hir stressed that nearly all the countries were not, and still
unabl e, to inpl ement the hudud (Islam c penal code).

| want to ask Pas why it is so reluctant to spell out its concept of an
Islami c theocratic state.

Ayat ol | ah Khonei ni and even General Zia-ul-Haq (of Pakistan) had stated
openly that they wanted to take | sl amback to scrupul ously strict
adherence of the Quran and t he Sunnah (sayi ngs of Prophet Mihammad).
Khoneini, to his credit, said so | ong before he cane to power.

Dr Mahat hir, Umo and people |like me are anxi ous to naintain the status
quo (though striving to inprove the admnistrationof Islamc institutions
and neeting the demands of the religion) whilst sinultaneously trying to
make Mal aysi an Muslins, the Mal ays in particul ar, adapt thensel ves to the
demands of the global village and K-econony. Is that "un-Islamc"?

Let us be fair and transparent. What |slam c order does Pas cherish? |
believe it wishes to replace the present Federal Constitutionwith the



Constitution of an |Islanm c Government with an entrenched manif estati on of
| aws.

These woul d provi de for hudud, punishnents |ike the whipping of wi ne
bi bbers, stoning to death of adulterers, the anmputation and decapitation
of thieves' Iinbs and prohibiting women fromworking, driving, swi nm ng at
public swi nm ng pools, beaches and shopping in ni xed nal | s.

Is it the Iranian nodel, the Taliban school or Wahabbismit desires? A
three are, with some vari ations, partly perhaps because of culture and
even geogr aphy, synonymous with mlitant (political) Islam MIitant
political Islamis under control in Saudi Arabia.

Mlitant Islam sts advocate a conplete returnto "Islamof the first
generation" and oppose everything that does not belong to that genre.

As | perceive it, Pas wants toreturnto the "original Islamc state"
under the Prophet. | stand corrected if this is not so.

It is rather ironic that puritani cal Wahabbismis associated with the
present Saudi Arabia which, | amquite sure, if Mihammad bi n Abdul Wahab
(the founder of the Wahabi novenent) were alive, woul d have regarded with
profligate | oathing.

Pas is not synonynous with | slam But through crafty spinning it is
perceived as such - whether one likes it or not - by many Ml ays. Perhaps
this is their reaction to what they di sapprove of and which they can do
little to change

Pas is merely a religio-political group. The Islamc spiritual aspect is
secondary, it has becone nore noted and adept at its political
machi nations to achi eve power, whatever the cost to Malay unity.

Despite controlling two state governnents and the efficiency of its
political organisation, including a network of kindergartens, madrasah
surau and nosques, its orthodox i deas on governance have sonewhat
gradual |y | essened its inpact onthe majority and predictably frightened
the 40 per cent non-Mislimpopul ation

Still, Pas activists are a dedicated | ot, speechifying and tal ki ng,
exhorting, plotting, cajoling and t hreatening prospective voterstoreturn
Pas in the next general election.

This i s done al nost on a daily basis throughout the nation. They are
mani acal |y confident they are going to wi n because they are overwhel med by
a hatred of BN and brai nwashed into a fervour.

Can Pas vouch that it will not, if it ever comes to power, strip and
whi p t he backs of nal efactors, kill adul terous coupl es and anput ate the
hands of thieves?

Is it this inability to state categorically its ains the reason why Pas
cannot spell out its concept of an Islam c theocratic state before
assum ng power ?

| disagree with President Bush when he call ed t he kam kaze hijackers
cowards. They are, if anything, maniacally brave, even if they did what
t hey shoul d not have done.

| suppose Pas' |eadershipis fearless. It will not want to shock and
horrify Mal aysi ans. So, cone out and state in precise words the party's
version and vi sion of an all egedly bl essed and di vi nel y-sancti oned state.

Pas does owe Mal aysi ans, the non-Muslins in particular, an expl anation
of its longing for atruly Islamc polity in a tolerant rulti-racial
multi-religious and cul tural nation.

( END)
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