06/ 11/ 2001
W ndfall for remarri ed wi dows

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Ranl ah Said; Brenda Lim
REMARRI ED wi dows who | ost the pension of their |ate husbands will have it
reinstated beginning Jan 1 but no arrears wll be paid.

Mnister inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
told the Dewan Rakyat yesterday that wormen who were wi dowed for the second
time would al so receive the pensions of both husbands.

The new ruling was announced by the Governnment during the tabling of the
2002 Budget by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Cct 19.

W nding up points rai sed by Menber of Parlianments debating the Budget,
Rai s touched on the electoral roll issue which was rai sed nostly by Sabah
MPs.

He said it was inpossible to ensure the roll was 100 per cent accurate,
especially in deleting deceased voters as deaths, particularly in rura
areas, were often not reported.

On voter turnout, he said the rate woul d be inproved with greater
publicity and i ncreased awareness of one's responsibility.

To a question by Datuk Fadzil Noor (Pas-Pendang), he said devel opnent
pl ans for Putrajaya were goi ng snoothly.

Phase 1A, involving government offices in Parcel A, B, C and D, has been
conpl eted and the respective ninistries have already noved in.

Phase 1B woul d be conpl eted by the end of 2002

To date the project has cost RW. 2 billion, of which RVMB. 4 billion was
al | ocat ed under the Seventh Mal aysia Plan and RMA. 6 billion under the
Ei ght h Mal aysi a Pl an.

He said the total expenditure to devel op Putrajaya, excluding the
buil ding of private offices, anmbunted to RML2 billi on.

Wnding up, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Senator Datuk
Abdul Ham d Zai nal Abidin said Ml aysia had been recogni sed as an Islanic
State a long tine ago.

He added that after independence the status was strengthened with the
inclusion of Islamas the country's official religion in the Constitution

He said Dr Mahathir's announcement recently that Mal aysia was an Islanmic
State was a renmi nder to those who had forgotten about it.

He added that while ul ama worl dwi de recogni sed Mal aysia as an Islanmic
State, Pas refused to accept the fact.

Abdul Ham d said Islamc teachings were practised in all areas -

i ncl udi ng econony, social and | egal .
( END)
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