03 JUL 2001
Fuzi - Pol i cy
W SMA PUTRA TO FURTHER POLI SH SKI LLS OF OFFI CI ALS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- New y-appointed Foreign Mnistry
Secretary- General Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak said today that ministry
officials and staff need to be fully prepared to effectively inpl ement
Mal aysia's foreign policy in the face of the changi ng gl obal scenari o.

He said ministry-level human resource devel opnent woul d be gi ven
further enphasis to enable Wsna Putra to have capable officials to fulfil
its role at various forunms in upholding the interest of the country.

"There is a hi gher expectation on the part of the governnent with
regard to the functions and rol es that have to be played by the Foreign
M nistry at various foruns.

"And it is inportant that all of themare geared and trained well in
order to play this inportant rol e as expected by the governnent," he told
reporters here after a cerenony to mark the handi ng over of the post by Tan
Sri Abdul Kadir Mhamad who ended his contract as secretary-general today.

Abdul Kadir is now contracted for two years as Anbassador - at - Lar ge.

Ahmad Fuzi said ministry officials woul d need to cope with the
chal | enges and denmands of the tinme as the situation had changed at the
gl obal Ievel.

The 52-year ol d di pl omat who starts his newjob tonorrow began his
career at Wsma Putra on April 7, 1972. He had served in various capacities
in Russia, the Netherlands, Australia and the United St at es.

During the cerenony earlier, he thanked the government, in particular
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Forei gn M ni st er Dat uk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, for their confidence in choosing himto succeed
Abdul Kadir.

He described the appoi ntment as an honour and pl edged to give his best
i n undertaking his duties.

Ahmad Fuzi al so said there would be a special event to pay tribute to
hi s predecessor who chal ked up a renmarkabl e 33-year service with the
mnistry.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Kadir told reporters that as anbassador-at-1|arge, he
woul d undert ake speci al assignnments as directed by the mnister or the
mnistry.

"l don't have any particular portfolio, I do not head any particul ar
di vi si on. But whenever the ninister and the mnistry consi der they need
sonebody el se other than the regul ar officers to undertake, then they can
ask ne to do it," he said.

Asked on his i medi ate task, Abdul Kadir said he would continue to work
on def endi ng Mal aysia's rights over the islands of Sipadan and Ligitan
whi ch were di sputed by | ndonesi a.

He was the country's agent at the International Court of Justice in The
Hague where Kual a Lunpur objected to the intention of the Philippines to
intervene in the Ml aysi a-1 ndonesi a di spute over the sovereignty of the
i sl ands.

On hi s successor, Abdul Kadir said: "He is my good friend. He will do
very well. | amone of those who reconmended him"

The veteran diplomat's service with Wsnma Putra took him anong ot hers,
tothe United States, Vietnam Bel giumand Paki st an.
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