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Woinren' s i nportant role

CHANGES to the Cabinet are necessary fromtine to tine as a process of
renewal and to respond to changi ng circunmstances. Announcenent of the
country's first cabinet reshuffle since the 1999 general el ection came on
Wedneday but contrary to sone early specul ations, there were no major
changes. There are a few new faces, but no Mnister or Deputy M nister

| ost his job.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is not in the habit of
changi ng the Cabinet for the sake of change. As in governnents everywhere
it is natural that some nenbers performbetter than others. However, the
fact that the changes are minor and the Cabinet thus remains largely
intact, is perhaps a statenent that the Prime Mnister is satisfied with
his teamls performance. It will do the country no good to tinker with a
boat that is sailing fine, especially when it is on the high seas. The
Gover nnent has done a good job in ensuring peace and stability and in
nmeeting the many chal |l enges facing the country. It has succeeded in
overconing the recessi on caused by the regional financial and economc
turnoil and put the country firmy back on the path of growth. However,
the future is fraught with uncertainties. It has to remain vigilant of new
chal | enges now that the US econony is expected to sl ow down and brings in
its wake possibly adverse inplications for the Asian econom es.

The appoi ntnent of People's Progressive Party's president Senator Datuk
M Kayveas as Deputy M nister of Housing and Local Government allows for a
wi der representation in the Governnment. The participation of nore partners
fromthe Barisan Nasional in the affairs of government will enhance its
cohesi veness.

One significant devel opnent is the creation of a Wnen's Affairs
M nistry, which will be headed by Datuk Shahrizat Jalil, a | awer and
presently Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent. This is
clear recognition that there are i ssues peculiar to wonen and gi ves
enphasis to the inportance of the role of wonen in the nation's affairs.
And quite rightly, too, a woman is appointed to the job. This is not to
suggest that wonen-rel ated probl enms such as single nothers and viol ence
agai nst womren are not being tackl ed under the present administrative set-
up. Certainly they are. But the new Mnistry would bring an added urgency
to wonen-rel ated i ssues that need | asting renedi es and hel p wi den the
scope of the contribution of women to nation building. There are
provisions in various | aws and practices in enpl oynent and the workpl ace
that are considered by wonen's groups to be discrimnatory. The new
M nistry woul d be an effective vehicle for changes to be nade. W do not
want our nothers, wives and sisters to be unfairly treated.

Unli ke in the past when they were mainly confined to the hone, the
| i berated wonen of today are better educated and form a consi derabl e
wor ki ng popul ati on. Wonen have | ong been doi ng excellent work in such
prof essi ons as teaching, nursing and social welfare service, but they have
recently encroached i nto what used to be nal e-doni nat ed prof essi ons such
as nedi ci ne, engi neering and accountancy. There are al so increasingly
successful wonen entrepreneurs.

Wonen already forma substantial proportion of the electorate and their
collective voice will play an increasingly inportant role in influencing
the Governnment. The new Wnen Affairs Mnistry is a testinony of this.
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