18 JAN 2001
Raf i dah- Wonen
WOVEN S AFFAI RS M NI STRY CAN BOOST DEVELOPMENT, SAYS RAFI DAH

KUALA KANGSAR, Jan 18 (Bernanma) -- The newly created Wnen's Affairs
M ni stry shoul d not be viewed inisolationas it can contribute to national
devel opnment, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today.

"No one shoul d m sunderstand the rationale for setting up amnistry to
handl e only wonen's affairs,"” she told reporters after presentingaidto
students and school s in the Kual a Kangsar parlianmentary constituency here.

Rafi dah said soci ety should appreci ate the rol e of wonen as they were
the core of fam ly, conmunity and nati onal devel opment.

"To train a wonan we are feeding a fam ly, to educate a wonman hel ps her
to bring up a good famly," she said.

She said the newnmnistry had to draw up pl ans and strategies to
devel op wonmen and hel p overcone soci al problens as well as review
regul ati ons which nmay i npede wonen's progress in all fields.

She expressed confidence that Wnen's Affairs Mnister Datuk Shahri zat
Abdul Jalil woul d be abl e to di scharge her duties well given her experience
i n handl i ng wonen' s i ssues.

Raf i dah sai d Wani ta Umo had been aski ng for such a ministry since the
time of second prinme minister the late Tun Abdul Razak.

The novenent's efforts led to the creation of a national wonen's
council (Naciwid) duringthetine of the late Tun Hussein Onn, said Rafi dah
who i s International Trade and I ndustry M nister.

After Datuk Seri Dr Muhathir Mhanmad becane Prine Mnister, the Wonen's
Affairs Unit (Hawa) was set upinthe Prime Mnister's Departnent and it
was | ater upgraded to a departnment and nowthis newmnistry, she said.

"Wormen have cone full circle,” Rafidah said.

At the cerenpny, 25 prinmary and secondary school students received
school i ng ai d of RM300 each whil e 22 school s and the district students'
centre of excellence received a conputer each courtesy of Western Digital
and Tan Chong Mot or.
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