24/ 03/ 2001
Wonen take lead in Parlianent

Ram an Sai d
THE third session of the 10th Parlianment opened by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong on Monday saw several firsts.

H story was created when two wonen MPs were chosen to table and second
the notion of thanks on the royal address. Arau BN representative Mastika
Junai dah Husin spent two-and-a-half hours delivering her speech that
touched on vari ous subj ects.

She was interrupted on numerous occasions by MPs seeking clarifications
but handl ed the situation well.

One exampl e was when Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahnad Nawawi (Pas- Kual a
Ter engganu) suggested that her earlier remark that civil servants were not
supportive of the Government coul d be regarded as "gunting dal amli patan"
(treacherous).

Masti ka Junai dah warned the Pas MP not to tw st her words, saying that
Pas was trying to create arift between civil servants and the Governnent
by exploiting her renmarks.

To set the record straight, the MP said she highlighted the natter to
illustrate the i nportance of teamwork and co-operation between the
Gover nnent and those under its enpl oynent.

MC s M Konal a Devi (BN Kapar) conpl eted the dom nati on by wonen on the
first day of debate in the Dewan Rakyat when she rose to second Mastika
Junai dah's noti on.

On Wednesday norni ng, Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n gave MPs
something to | ook forward to when he attended the questi on-and-answer
session to clarify issues pertaining to the Governnent's purchase of
Mal aysia Airlines Berhad shares from Tan Sri Tajudin Ranmi.

H s appearance on a Cabinet neeting day was also a first for the House

That fact escaped the attention of nmany as Daim cutting a lone figure
inthe area where Mnisters normally sit, stood for nore than 30 m nutes
responding to criticisms on the transaction that saw t he Governnent again
taki ng over control of Malaysia Airlines.

The Fi nance M nister's presence denonstrated the Governnent's
seriousness in tackling the controversy that arose follow ng the
transacti on.

It was inline with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's prom se on
Monday that the Government would clarify in detail issues |like the
Mal aysia Airlines shares, the relocation of the SIK(C) Damansara, the
cl ashes anobng residents in Kanmpung Medan and its nearby areas.

On Tuesday, Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mohanmad provided a | engt hy
reply to the Damansara school issue, spending sone 15 m nutes deliberating
on the chronol ogy of events | eading to the brouhaha.

One key el enent which hel ped silence Qpposition MPs in the House was the
sheer bul k of details he di spensed that showed the nministry had nothing to
do with the decision to rel ocate.

Musa even quoted correspondence fromthe school's board of governors,
Par ent - Teacher Associ ati on and the headnmaster seeki ng pernission to nove
out as the old prem ses was deened no | onger conducive for students.

The M ni ster should be comrended for taking the time to explain the
i ssue that even Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Ml aka) congratulated himin the
| obby for a "job well done"

Dat uk Ahnmad Husni Mohd Hanadzl ah (BN- Tanmbun) expressed di sappoi nt nent
over the failure of the authorities to take "the bull by its horns" in



addressing certain issues early.

He pointed out that the failure or delay in conming out with the ful
facts on certain issues, may tip the balance in favour of runmours and
unf ounded stori es.

Sone nmay argue that there is no guarantee that detail ed expl anati ons and
answers woul d satisfy the public.

This is true as the dissenting quarters woul d al ways be around, as
poi nted out by Dai m

"To those who choose not to agree, no anmpbunt of explanation will be able
to satisfy them And for the Opposition, if they are satisfied, they wll
not be the Opposition. That's why they are called the Opposition.”

The Dewan Rakyat has |l ately becone a favourite assenbly ground for
parties unhappy with certain decisions. On Thursday, parents with children
at the Damansara School turned up at Parlianment, arnmed with invitation
letters for MPs to visit the school

On Tuesday, between 40 and 50 people claimng to represent sone non-
Governnental organisations tried to subnit a nenorandumto the Prine
M ni ster on the Kanmpung Medan cl ashes.

Prevented entry by the police, the group gathered at the gates for a few
hour s bef ore di spersing.

I nsi de the House, the proceedi ngs were routine except for the occasiona
fireworks when MPs fromboth sides clashed verbally.

One i nstance was when Mohanad Sabu (Pas- Kual a Kedah) warned of chaos if
organi sations and political parties were prohibited fromusing the word
"I'slant in their nanes.

He said he was prepared to be detai ned under the Internal Security Act
for opposing the nove, pronpting a howl of protest from backbenchers.

As it turned out, Mhanmad' s out burst was unneccesary as the Rulers
Council, which deliberated the matter at its nmeeting on Thursday, did not
object to the use of the word "lIslant in organisations as long as it did
not confuse the community or for deviant purposes.

Dat uk Shahnon Ahmad, the Pas MP for Sik and controversial witer of the
novel Shit, also created a first when he nade his nmai den speech in the
House since his election in 1999.

He was on sick | eave since being el ected.

The Dewan Rakyat will reconvene on Tuesday after the weekend break and
Maal Hijrah public holiday.



	Women take lead in Parliament (NST 24/03/2001)

