23/ 02/ 2001
Woirren urged to be enbrace IT to avoid being | eft behind

Ei rmal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d Mal aysi ans,

particul arly wonen, shoul d focus on enbracing i nformati on technology (IT)
for use in their daily lives or risk being | eft behind.

He said if wonen do not start focusing on IT, they will be left out of
various devel oprments not only in the country but also internationally.

Dr Mahathir said IT is not just a "trend" but a huge revol uti on which
can influence conmuni cation, education, trade, cooperation and rel ations
anong governnents, community trade and scientific devel opnent, anobng
ot hers.

"Wirren nake up about half of the country's popul ati on and 40 per cent of
t he workforce. Therefore, they must develop an interest in learning IT,"
he sai d when officiating the Wwnen Institute of Managenent (WM 's new
buil ding, Wsma WM in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

WMis a non-profit organisation which runs devel opnent progranmmes for
worren, particularly those living in the rural areas, including single
nmot hers and orang asli wonen.

Menbers of the W M busi ness network will benefit from anong others,

di scounts on courses, reduced rental rates for hire of sem nar roons, a
mul ti - purpose hall and an exhibition area in Wsma WM

Wsma WM situated on a 0.6ha site, has an adm ni stration bl ock, nine
sem nar roons, a multi-purpose hall, a residential block which can house
80 people, a wonen's hall of fane, two prayer roons and 90 parki ng bays.

Among its tenants are Sout hern Bank Bhd, Consumer International Asia
Pacific, Autralian software conpany MYOB and i nhouse restaurant Little
Chef .

Meanwhi | e, W M chai rman Dat uk Napsiah Omar said its progranmes are
opened to all wonen. Since it was set up in Decenber 1994, WM has trained
over 7,000 wonen.

Earlier, the Prine Mnister launched WM s charity el ectronic auction
websi te.

Among the itens being auctioned are Dr Mahathir's necktie and cufflink
fromlLapis Lazuli and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali's aut ographed
handbag.

Dr Mahat hir al so aut ographed 49 copies of the |imted edition of
"Mahathir's M I 1l enniumWsh", which are avail able for a m ni mum donati on
of RML, 000 each.

The first copy will be placed in a tinme capsule to be opened in the year
2051.

Anong t he takers were Sout hern Bank, which took 10 copies of the Prine
Mnister's m |l enniumw sh.
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