18/ 01/ 2001

Wnen | eaders wel cone “their' Mnister

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Wonen | eaders and organi sations wel comed t he
formati on of the Winens' Affairs Mnistry, saying it reflected the
Governnent's seriousness towards probl ens faced by women

They al so congratul ated Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil who was appointed a
full mnister.

Wanita Unmo exco nenber and Penang Wanita Umo chi ef Sharifah Am nah
Syed Mohanad said it was a tinely nove and sonet hi ng whi ch wonens's
organi sati ons have been asking for a long tine.

"We are glad that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad has
granted our w sh.

"Previously, wonens' issues were handl ed by Wrens' Affairs Departnent
(Hawa) whi ch was pl aced under the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

"W are happy that it has now been given a separate entity.

"Shahri zat, being the Wanita Umo deputy head, is surely the right
person to handle the mnistry and we have full confidence that she woul d
do a good job."

M C Wanita secretary and Kota Raja State assenbl ywonan Kanmal a Ganapat hy
has urged wonen to nake full use of the new ministry in addressing their
pr obl ens.

"There are many issues faced by wonen and this mnistry is the right
venue for themto seek hel p when facing problens."

MCA Wanita chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said the new mnistry should
i nclude the needs of nen in its scope, such as the issue of paternity
| eave.

"In this way, the nministry is also addressing the needs of working
worren, " Ng sai d.

She said that other areas that needed attention included wonen and
i nformati on technol ogy and si ngl e not hers.

"The building of society cannot be left to men alone and in his w sdom
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad has recogni sed that wonen
are contributors.”

Ng hoped the new ministry would be a sign of "nore good things to cone.
There is still a big gap for wonen i n decisi on-naking".

Vice President of the National Council of Wnen's O ganisations Prof
Puan Seri Dr Fatimah Ham d Don said Shahrizat, as a full mnister, would
be in a better position to bring wonen's issues to the Cabinet.

"NCWO al so hopes the newnmnistry will be able to ensure speedier
i mpl erentati on of several issues, such as the Famly Court."

Fati mah said the NCWD had t he confidence that Shahrizat woul d devel op
policies for the advancenent of wonen at grassroots |evel.

"W have seen wonen appointed to high places, such as the Attorney-
General recently. Now we nmust work for the nmamsses."

Wirren's Aid Organi sation executive secretary Ivy Josiah al so
congratul ated Shahrizat and called the creation of the mnistry an
achi everrent for all wonen.

"The Cabi net has shown that it recognises the inmportance of wonmen's
i ssues. "

Josi ah urged Shahrizat to nmake the gender equality principle a
"pervasive influence" in the policies and progranmes of other ministries.

"The Wnen's Affairs Mnistry should act as a central co-ordinating unit
for policies that affect wonen. It should bring wonen's issues into the



mai nstream "
Sisters in Islamfoundi ng menber Sharifah Zuriah Al Jeffri hoped that

giving full mnisterial status to wonen's affairs was not a "token".
She al so hoped that the new ministry woul d speed up the streanining of
Syariah |l aws to prevent delays in hearings and in receiving nmai ntenance.
Sharifah al so urged Sharizat to inplement proposals nade in the Wnen's
Agenda for Change docunent.
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