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10pc of HI V/ Al DS cases women

Brenda Li m

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - More wonen in Mal aysi a have beconme infected with HV
than ever before, Ml aysian Al DS Council president Datuk Paduka Marina
Mahat hir sai d today.

The rise in nunbers might seemsmall, but fromrepresenting one per cent
of reported cases, wonen now nmade up 10 per cent of reported H V/ Al DS
cases, she said.

The statistics are puzzling as wonen usually make up half of the HI V-

i nfected population in the rest of the world. "This is a cause for
concern," Marina told reporters after presenting prizes to winners of the
Proj ect |ceberg H V/ Al DS awar eness progranme.

She said stigma and stereotyping m ght have resulted in wonen shying
away from hospitals and doctors giving the wong diagnosis, such as not
natural ly suspecting a housewi fe of HV infection.

"Assum ng that nbst nen are heterosexual, the female is at risk or
af fected," she added.

As of April 2001, 40,049 peopl e have been tested positive for HV, of
whom 5, 103 have full -bl own Al DS and 3, 881 have died from Al DS-rel at ed
di seases.

On the steady and sharp rise in reported cases of H V/ Al DS despite
awar eness programres bei ng conducted, Marina said sone programres coul d be
shal | ow as participants | earnt about the disease, but did not understand
how t hey woul d be affected and were not noved to change their behavi our

Speci al progranmes should be drawn up to cater to the specific needs of
di fferent groups, wonen for instance.

In this, working with wonen-based organi sati ons woul d be ideal as they
al ready have a ready-nmade network and only need to incorporate suitable
programres, including trainer training, at different |evels, Marina said.

There is also a need to scale up the programes, which are mainly based
i n Kual a Lunpur, Penang and Johor.

Al t hough many ot her pl aces needed sinilar programmes, financial and
human resources were insufficient, she said, adding that the nationa
budget for all aspects of managi ng the di sease, anmpbunting to over RM200
mllion before the economic crisis, had been cut.

The nunbers were slowy creeping up again, but allocation for non-
governnent al organi sati ons had never been enough, she added.

Mari na, who had recently returned fromthe United Nations General
Assenbly Speci al Session on H V/AIDS in New York, said the Decl aration of
Commi t nent had covered all aspects, fromidentifying the problemto
deci ding that prevention was the key response.

O her matters included reducing vul nerability, nobilising resources,
dealing with gender issues to protect wonmen and renoving barriers to
treat ment such as highly-priced drugs.

The declaration states that by 2010, 95 per cent of the world's youth
aged 15 to 24 shoul d have access to information on H V/ AlDS, peer support,
speci al youth education on H V/ Al DS and ot her services, Marina said.

More than 6,500 young people in the world were infected with HV | ast
year, the equivalent of a youth being infected every five m nutes.

A d obal AIDS Fund to hel p poorer countries was al so di scussed.

At today's cerenony, Wanita MCA chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said Project
| ceberg had sone 21, 000 students from Chi nese school s | earni ng about
HI V/ Al DS t hr ough readi ng t he newspapers.



She said the programme, jointly organi sed by Wanita MCA, the Ml aysi an
Al DS Council and Sin Chew Jit Poh, hel ped pronote awareness anong t he
Chi nese conmunity who rarely discussed H V/AIDS as it was inaccurately
l'inked with prom scuity and drugs.

Datin Seri Endon Mahnmood officiated at the prize-giving cerenony today.
She praised the three organisations for working together to help students
| earn nore about H V/ AIDS, especially about preventive neasures.
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