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Mahat hi r - Wnen
WOVEN CAN MOTI VATE THEIR CHI LDREN IN USE OF | T

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday wonen, as not hers, can gui de and notivate their children
in the use of information technology (I T) to devel op i nformati on and
conmuni cati on.

He said that through the use of IT, the wonen could al so work fromthe
hone and at the sane tine | ook after and educate their children.

"We realise that ITis not only a trend but the biggest revol ution that
wi || have wi de i nfl uence on conmuni cati on, education, trade, cooperation
and rel ati ons anbng gover nnments, conmunity trade, scientific devel oprment
and so forth, throughout the world," he said when openi ng Wsna Wnen's
Institute of Managenent (WM, here.

He sai d wonen nade up about hal f the popul ati on of Mal aysia and 40 per
cent of its workforce.

Wormen nmust cultivate an interest in and learn to use the various IT
tool s, he added.

"I f Ml aysi ans, especially the wonen, do not give attentionto IT in
the newm Il ennium they will be | eft behind by devel opnment not only in the
country but also at the international |evel," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the national-level IT programe organi sed by WM for
the wonen, especially those in the rural areas, could give themwi der
exposur e.

Through this programre, the wonen coul d provi de a bal ance in terns of
know edge and skills and use the know edge and skills acquired at the
wor kpl ace and in the house, while teaching their children, in business and
ot her areas, he said.

He sai d ot her organisations should continue with WM s efforts totrain
and educate t he wonen, and t he wonen shoul d be nore open and prepared to
sei ze the opportunities avail abl e.

"I always pay attention to the role of wonen to i nmprove their living
standard because | believe that when wonen progress, the quality of life of
their famlies will also inprove,” he said.

At the function, Dr Mahathir also | aunched WM s charity
el ectroni c-auction web site, http//ww. nmsn.com ny, which sells itens
donated by VIPs. Anong the itens are a necktie belonging to Dr Mahat hir and
an aut ogr aphed handbag bel onging to Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohamed Ali .

The prinme mnister also |launched WM s national -1 evel ICT progranme for
wonen.

W M chai r man Dat uk Napsi ah Orar sai d the programre was open to all
wonen to expose themto I T and its applications in a borderl ess worl d.

WM is a non-governmental organisation which runs various devel oprment
programes for rural wonen, single nothers, orang asli wonen and wonen's
shelters.

Present were Dr Siti Hasmah and Wonmen and Fami |y Devel opnent M ni ster
Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.
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