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By: Mohd Kanel O hnman

JAKARTA, May 25 (Bernamm) -- Indonesian vice president Megawati
Soekarnoputri said the governments and private sectors of the G 15 group of
devel opi ng nati ons should work as cl ose as possible in the field of
i nformation.

She said it was inportant that there be a co-operative endeavour to
build a foundation for the i nprovenent of the group's expertise through the
mastery of the information and communi cati on technol ogy.

"It is by neans of the technol ogy that infornation can be nobilised,
managed and propagated," she said at the openi ng of the GL5 private sector
neeting at the Jakarta Convention Centre, here, today.

"I'n the dynam smof today's devel opnent, it seens hardly possible for
us to disregard the rol e and function of information," she told del egates
at the neeting, ahead of the Gl5' s two-day summit which starts on
Wednesday.

Megawati said things can take place provided that there is a serious
political will on the part of the governments.

"It is only by means of the capabilities of our human resources that we
can sel ect the forms and nmet hods which are appropriate for forging a
cooperation network, including funding, in selecting, possessing or
operating the technology as well as in channelling and utilising
i nformation."

About 750 partici pants consi sting of bankers, business | eaders, snal
and medi um scal e entrepreneurs as well as | CT professionals are attendi ng
t he one-day neeting.

The neeting is for participants to exchange i deas and experi ences on
crucial matters of nutual concern and i nterest to GL5 private sectors,
specifically issues relating to SMEs, trade financing and I CT.

Gl5 conprises 19 countries -- India, Indonesia, Algeria, Sri Lanka,
Egypt, Senegal, Zi nbabwe, Ni geria, Mal aysia, Venezuel a, Peru, Brazil,
Argentina, Mexico, Chile, Januaica, Kenya, Iran and Col onbi a.

The GL15 was founded in 1989 to foster co-operati on anong devel opi ng
countries and encourage the diverse group to speak with a single voice at
ot her international foruns.

The first GL5 Sunmit was held in Kuala Lunpur in 1990.

Ei ght heads of state are due to take part in the sunmt here begi nni ng
May 30. They are fromlndonesia, Al geria, Senegal, Nigeria, Venezuel a,

Zi mbabwe, Jamai ca and Mal aysi a.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i s scheduled to arrive
here on Tuesday for the summit being hosted for the first tinme by
| ndonesi a.

Del egations fromArgentina, Brazil, India, Iran, Col onbia and Egypt
will be |l ed by deputy heads of state while other national del egations wll
be led by their foreign mnisters.

The ministerial nmeeting of the GL5 will be held on Monday.

The theme of the 11th Summit here is "Harnessing the potential of the
digital era for devel opnent". The thene al so conpl ements | ndonesi a's
efforts and commtnment as an archipel agic state to fully harness the
t echnol ogi cal i nnovation potential for its devel opnent process. -- BERNAMA
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