18 OCT 2001
Sany- Expr essway
WORK ON EAST COAST EXPRESSWAY ON SCHEDULE, HI TCH FREE

KUANTAN, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- Wirk on the RML. 27-billion east coast
expressway, designed to shorten travel time fromKual a Lunpur to here
al most by half, is on schedule and hitch-free.

Wth 15 per cent of it conpleted so far, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel | u said he was convi nced the expressway coul d be ready by
nm d- August 2003.

The 169-kmexpressway i s being built by MID Capital Bhd.

"The governnent is paying for the entire project and we shall decide
| at er who shoul d be operating the expressway," he told reporters after
openi ng t he 2001 Mal aysi a H ghway Ganes 2001 here today.

Wth | and acquisition for the project conpleted, | andowners stil
di ssatisfied with the conpensati on quantumcan bring their case to court,
he said.

When conpl et ed t he expressway, |inking Karak w th Kuantan, shoul d cut
travel tinme fromKuala Lunpur to here fromfour hours presently to
t wo- and- a- hal f hours.

On adifferent matter, Samy Vel lu sai d he was perpl exed t hat government
back-benchers in Parliament yesterday urged the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to di smiss non-performng mnisters.

Sany Vel lu sai d while opposition back-benchers heaped praise on
m ni sters for personally replying to queries during questiontine, sonme
government MPs instead all eged that ministers chose to stay away fromhouse
sittings.

"I reckon opposition MPs know better which mnisters nake a point to be
in Parlianment every day," he said.

As the Cabi net normally neets on Wednesday, none of the ministers
attended yesterday' s Dewan Rakyat sitting and Sany Vel lu said that it was
i nappropriate for MPs to demand that mi nisters be present when they have
national obligations to run the country.

When openi ng the ganes earlier, Sany Vel lu urged staff of conpanies
operating toll ed hi ghways and rel at ed agenci es to hel p di spel public
nm sconcepti on about about toll collection.

They shoul d convince the public that highway-users did get value for
noney and that " well-run and user-friendly expressways contribute to
national prosperity and connfort,” said Sany Vel |l u.

Atotal of 1,500 participants representing 17 contingents are taking

part in the three-day ganes featuring football, netball, badm nton
sepakt akraw, ping pong, volley ball and bow i ng conpetitions.
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