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Wirk on Rubber City set to begin end of the year

Zai di |sham | smail

DEVELOPMENT of the proposed Rubber Cty, a technol ogy park devoted to the
commodity, is expected to begin at the end of the year, Primary Industries
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said.

The project, first nooted four years ago, is awaiting approval fromthe
Econom c Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent. It will be a
fully privatized venture on a 1,400ha site owned by the Rubber Research
Institute of Malaysia (RRIM experinental station in Sungai Bul oh,

Sel angor .

"l am hopeful that the plan to turn that plot of land into Mal aysia's
first full-fledged Rubber Gty technology park will take off by the end of
the year," Dr Limtold reporters on Tuesday after opening the Fairview
I nternational School in Kuala Lunpur.

The concept for the park was nooted by several industry players. Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said in 1997 that the project
woul d be included in the Seventh Mal aysia Pl an

Rubber City will be totally devoted to the rubber industry. It wll
house the Ml aysi an Rubber Board and its | aboratories, a rubber industrial
park, housing, recreational facilities, the Rubber Products Pronotion
Counci| and other regul atory bodi es under one roof.

Rubber City will be providing expertise, market information, worl dw de
mar ket pronotion services, product testing and even financial advice and
assi stance to tenants, industry players, and associ ated manuf acturi ng
i ndustries.

Dr Limsaid Rubber City will be a suburban city conplete with a rubber
research centre, housing and recreational facilities and a university
which will offer courses such as rubber technol ogy, rubber econoni cs and
rubber chenistry.

"This Rubber City concept will hopefully bring in further investments
enconpassi ng the rubber industry and other industries as well, and benefit
Mal aysi a as a whol e, " he added.

Dr Limsaid it is inmportant for Malaysia to maintain its strategic
position as one of the world' s top rubber producers even though it is a
hi gh- cost producer

He added that it does not nmake sense for Malaysia to inmport rubber from
nei ghbouring countries when the commodity can produced | ocal ly.

He said what is inportant is that the various snmall hol ders diversify
their crops rather than concentrate on pal moil al one because of its
cyclical nature and fluctuating prices.

Mal aysia is the world's third | argest producer of natural rubber after
| ndonesi a and Thai | and. Exports of rubber and rubber-based products junped
fromRMBO0 million in 1986 to RM.2 billion in 1996. Last year total
exports were worth RML3 billion.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Limlauded the Ml aysi an Rubber Board's nmove in converting
its idle land in Kuala Lunpur into sites for schools and commercially
vi abl e projects.
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