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KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Several of the world's influential
and busi ness | eaders will converge here in June to attend the 10th Wrld
Econom ¢ Devel opment Congress to be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
(PWIC .

The three-day infrastructure-rel ated congress, to be held for the first
tinme in South-east Asia, is expected to be attended by 1, 200 governnment and
busi ness | eaders fromnore than 80 countri es.

They wi || be here to assess the future direction of gl obal econom c
devel oprent inplications for infrastructure requirenents and the
opportunities offered, said congress director Janal Nasir.

The confirnmed keynote speakers to date include Dr Supachai
Pani t chpakdi, incom ng secretary-general of Wirld Trade O gani zati on,
former British prine mnister John Maj or, forner Philippi nes president
Fi del Ranps, South Africa's finance minister Trevor Manuel, Singapore's
communi cations and i nfornati on technol ogy m ni ster Yeo Cheow Tong.

The ot her speakers are Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd chai rman Dat uk Dr Janal uddi n
Jarjis, Miultinedi a Devel opnent Cor poration executive chairman Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdul | ah and Christian Wal lich, Asian Devel opnment Bank's
director of industry, energy and i nfrastructure.

The privatel y-organi sed congress and an associ at ed exhi biti on of
i nfrastructure technol ogy for the energy, IT, tel ecomruni cations, transport
and water sectors will be held fromJune 27 to June 29.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad has been invited to
officiate at the congress. Also invited to give a keynote address is
Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Jamal told Bernana that the forumwoul d focus on buil di ng partnerships
and devel opi ng strategi es to nobiliseinternational investnent capital,

t echnol ogy and experti se.

"The congress is recogni sed as a peak i nternational forumfor
i nterchange on i nfrastructure develi opment, gl obal markets and nati onal
econom es. "

The congress will provide an outstandi ng opportunity for top-Ievel
managenment fromMal aysi a and the region to gain access to and network with
wor | d busi ness | eaders, said Jamal, who is al so t he managi ng di rector of
EcoEvent Sdn Bhd, which successfully bid to bring the congress to Ml aysi a.

"At the sanme time we believe the congress will have major inplications
for international perceptions of Malaysia and its region," he said.

The focus of the Kuala Lunmpur Congress, under the general theme
"Infrastructure, Internet and the New Econony", wi |l be e-comerce, the
gl obal integration of markets and i nfrastructure for production and
consunption in the technol ogy econony.

"W believe the congress will provide an unparalleled opportunity for
the countries of Asiato giveto the rest of the world, particularly
infrastructure providers fromEurope and the United States, a clear picture
of their econom c outl ook and devel opnent priorities over the next decade,"
he said.

The exhibitionis opento trade visitors and those interested about the
congress should contact Brett Martin, public affairs director of the
congress, at 03-6157-8205 or 012-2882-566 or e-nmil ecoevent @utra. net. ny.
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