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WORLD RECOGNI SES MALAYSI A AS | SLAM C COUNTRY, SAYS NAJI B

PEKAN, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is recognised as an Islamc
country and confirmati on on this can be obtained fromthe ul ama at the
international level, Umo vice-president Datuk Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
sai d today.

"They actually regard Mal aysi a as a very good nodel of an Islanic
country,” he told reporters after opening the Pekan di strict Youth Wek
assenbly here.

He said the ball was nowin the court of PAS | eaders who were still
vacillating over the difference ininterpretation of an |slamc state by
PAS and Umo.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t ook up PAS
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor's chall enge and openly declared that Ml aysia
was an |Islamc country inline with Islanic teachings.

Najib said Dr Mahathir's statenent was apt in viewthat Ml aysia was
now a sovereign Islamc country.

He said Mal aysia was a tol erant and progressive |Islamc country which
practised I slam c principles and rej ected i deol ogi es that opposed i sl anic
teachings |ike extrem smand use of force.

Besi des building the strength of Muslins in the econonic,
adm nsitrative, political and social fields, it also fought for the righs
of wonen, he said.

On another matter, Najib, who is Defence Mnister, said officers of his
m nistry and the Agriculure Mnistry had hel d di scussi ons on the setting up
of an agricultural training progranme for ex-servicenen.

Under the programme, the Veteran Affairs Departnent would identify
sui tabl e candi dates for training to becone nodern farners, he said.

Agriculture M nister Datuk Mohanmed Ef f endi Norwawi sai d yesterday that
his mnistry was drawi ng up a speci al progranmme to open opportunities to
ex-servicenen to join nmodern agricultural projects, especially those
i nvol vi ng food production technol ogy.
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