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Mahat hi r-Ti t hes
WORK HARD, EARN EXTRA AND G VE MORE Tl THES, PM TELLS MJSLI M5

JITRA, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Muslinms can do nore to hel p their needy brethrens by working
hard to boost income and subsequently pay nore tithes.

"There is no way for Muslins living in poverty to pay tithes. That is
why | sl amasks us to seek a |ivelihood and boost incone so that our tithe
col ection can accunul ate,” Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister was speaking at the presentation of tithes by Bank
Rakyat to 300 Kubang Pasu contituents at the Kanpung Darat nosque near here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the Menber of Parliament for Kubang Pasu, said
he was convinced that Mislins were capabl e of boosting their income if they
utilised their time and energy well.

Illustrating his point, the prime mnister said padi growers for
i nstance could use their spare tine to earn extra by planting other cash
crops and maki ng handi crafts which are in high demand by foreign tourists.

"It saddens nme to see foreign tourists buying handicrafts that are not
| ocal | y made but i nported fromThail and, | ndonesi a and t he Phi | i ppi nes.

"Why can't we produce our own handicrafts since we have the craftsnmen
for that," the prime mnister said

He said if only that Mal aysi ans coul d sei ze avail abl e opportunities to
boost their incone, they could escape frompoverty and pay tithes for use
later to help other Muslins in difficulty.

"We shoul d be proud of being able to pay tithes and hel p sol ve soci a
probl ems of Muslins besi des fostering closer ties anong us," he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir also said that the governnent had drawn up vari ous
programes to hel p boost the people's incone.

"The governnent will continue to assist the poor to earn extra and get
out of the rut so that they do not have to depend onits aid forever," he
added.
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