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Westling with suspicion
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THERE are two types of westling fans anong the Mal ays. One views it as

anot her source of entertainnent, |ike watching a novie or a television
series, and is aware that all the actions are choreographed for maxi mum
i mpact.

The ot her takes these programmes as a real-life sporting event in which

the westlers are truly engaged in life-threateni ng physical contact. A
col | eague qui pped about the second group:

"It is truly baffling how these Mal ays can believe that the fights are
real. Try telling themthat the whol e scenes are scripted and
chor eographed and they will snap at you.

"Not surprisingly these are al so the sane peopl e who distrust everything
the authorities do, suspecting every nove of having a sinister notive, and
who are the greatest believers in conspiracy theories."

A generalised observation, but there is alot of truth, in that, many a
Mal ay nmi nd does suffer fromthe di chotony of either swall ow ng everything
whol esal e without a shred of doubt or of being suspicious of everything,
even the batting of an eyelid.

Actual Iy, suspicion is the underlying reason which has nmade it so
difficult for Umo and Pas to realise the Malay unity talks.

Arrogance and the sense of political superiority are other reasons.

G ven the way things have evol ved since the idea of the tal ks was noot ed
i n Decenber |ast year by Universiti Uara Malaysia's deputy vice-
chancel l or Prof Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzy Basri, it truly seens to have reached
a cul -de-sac

The proposal started off on a good note when Umo president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad t ook up the idea positively.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor responded |ikew se, and both seened to
agree that the tal ks could be held provided neither Umo nor Pas set
condi ti ons.

The only request was made by Fadzil, that the tal ks be expanded from
Mal ay unity to national unity.

Everyt hing was geared for a historical neeting between Dr Mhat hir and
Fadzil, with both Umo and Pas technical conmttees nmeeting on Feb 8 and
Feb 16 to consider the logistics and i ssues to be di scussed between the
party | eaders on Feb 19.

Then on Feb 18, the Pas central working conmttee decided that the
meeti ng shoul d be postponed, and nmade three demands whi ch Umo had to
fulfilbefore Pas woul d agree to the tal ks.

Pas wanted restored its rights to publish Harakah, its official
newsl etter, twice weekly instead of twice a nonth; the return of cash
paynents for petroleumresources to the Pas-1ed Terengganu governnent; and
the right for political parties to use the word "Islani.

These pre-conditions may have sounded the tal ks' death knell

The denmands reinforce the fact that they arose out of suspicion.

There was suspicion fromthe party's | eaders and suspicion fromthe
party's supporters.

The | eaders feared that in the neeting with Dr Mahathir, Fadzil woul d be
"trapped" into agreeing to things which would harm Pas politically.

Pas supporters were trapped in their hatred and hostility towards Umo.

But it was difficult for Fadzil and the rest of the Pas | eadership to
say they were not interested in the talks as they had given their



commtnent to it. Further, Pas had, in the past, requested for nuzakarah
(di scussions) wth Umo.

So, what was the best way out of this dilemm?

Simple. Set pre-conditions which woul d nake the party | eadershi p popul ar
with the supporters.

If Umo agreed to the pre-conditions, then Fadzil and the other Pas
| eaders woul d conme out snelling Iike roses in addition to having scored
browni e points with all the supporters even before the neeting.

It would have worked, too, if Ummo had acqui esced.

But it didn't.

Umo and Dr Mahathir were cl ear about what they wanted fromthe tal ks
with Pas.

Hol di ng a Press conference at Putrajaya on Thursday, specifically to
explain Umo's intentions, Dr Mahathir outlined four points.

He hoped that his neeting with Fadzil would allow the two Ml ay-based
parties conmmon ground to protect Malay rights, Islamas the nationa
religion, Bahasa Mal aysia as the national |anguage and to uphold the
position of Malay Rulers as Constitutional Mpnarchs.

Dr Mahat hir argued that the need for commopn ground was necessary since
sone quarters had started chall enging these aspects which are enshrined in
t he Constitution.

Wil e not revealing who was chal | engi ng these constitutional provisions,
he may have been alluding to the denands by the Chi nese group Suqiu

Though Sugi u has set aside its denmands, it was obvious then that the
split between the Mal ays had pronpted others to seize their opportunity.

Pas secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |sa agreed that these points were
i nportant, but nonethel ess brushed them asi de as "not hi ng new'

Said a political observer: "If Pas is not suspicious about the whole
thing, then it can take the proposal from Dr Mhathir as sonethi ng not
only inportant to Umo but al so to Pas.

"When Dr Mahathir said the Malay political parties nust have a common
ground for these matters, it was basically to establish a clear agenda for
any Malay political party to pursue when they are in power.

"That includes Pas. If Pas gets to take over the country's | eadership
it must ensure that these constitutional provisions are defended, and
Umo, as an Opposition party, nust support Pas on this.

"Simlarly now ... Umo and Pas may fight each other in an effort to
gain political dom nance but when these provisions are being chall enged,
they must collectively defend them™

Al'l these points actually go back to the Suqgiu' s 17-poi nt demand whi ch
was clearly attenpting to push for the re-structuring of Ml aysi an society
which, directly or otherw se, affects the constitutional rights of the
Mal ays.

| f Pas does not see the protection of the rights of the Ml ays, Bahasa
Mal aysia or the position of the Malay Rulers as part of its raison d'etre,
surely the demand that all religions in the country be allowed equal right
to propagate is sonething right down its alley.

After all, Pas has been pushing for nore stringent |aws on apostasy.

Equal rights to propagate neans other religions have the right to
propagate their faith to Muslins, unlike the present practice whereby only
Musl i s have the right to propagate Islamto those of other faiths.

Actually the demand is denpcratic in essence, but the issue here is that
it has been Pas which has been getting all worked up over the alleged
conversion of Malays to other faiths and condeming the authorities for
not taking stern action agai nst these apost at es.

Wasn't it al so Pas which believed that apostasy shoul d be puni shabl e
with death?



What is it exactly that these | eading Malay political parties want with
the existing constitutional provisions pertaining to the Malays and | sl am
as the national religion?

Surely, Pas, in its eagerness to win non-Mlay votes, is not ready to
conpr oni se t hese provi si ons.

But its show of support for Sugiu when the group nade its demands does
rai se doubts.

As such, a neeting between Umo and Pas to trash out their differences
over these provisions and find a cormon ground for themwould be able to
get the Mal ays out of their dichotonbus existence.

Al as, there is too nuch suspicion between one Ml ay and anot her.

That being the case just let themget back to the westling matches, be
they fromthe Wrld Westling Federation or the Wrld Chanpi onship
Westling.

Bel i eve everything that they see.

After all, these programmes are produced by the Anericans.

They have to be good and beneath suspi ci on.
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