26 AUG 2001
Mahat hir-Literary
WRI TERS, LI TERARY FI GURES HAVE RCLE | N CREATI NG SI NGLE RACE, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
tonight literary figures and witers inthis region can play arole to help
|l eaders intheir countries to create a single race with one identity.

"In our efforts to develop a race with one identity, we need to know
the history, cultural values andits continuity," he sai d when openi ng an
i nternational sem nar on Sout heast Asian Literature at a | eadi ng hot el
her e.

The text of his speech was read out by Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa
Mohaned.

Dr Mahathir said |like the western conmunity, the majority of the people
inthis region | ooked at the Sout heast Asian history based on the big
nmonunents of world civilisations |Iike the Hindu, Buddha and Chri stian but
did not see the greatness of their own culture and way of life.

He said al though story versions or the literature differed fromone
country to another, the contents of the nmessage to be conveyed were the
sane.

Dr Mahathir hoped that literary figures and witers woul d not adopt a
negati ve stand by encour agi ng undesi rabl e val ues and i gnori ng nobl e nor ns.
He said the unhealthy norality was copied fromthe western society
whi ch glorified personal Iiberty, freedomof expression and not bot hered

about col |l ective responsibility.

Such el enents, if not kept under check, could pose a danger to the
val ues and princi pl es of the Southeast Asian society, he said.

"I't will be good for witers in Southeast Asia if they can discipline
t hemsel ves to have their own self-control nechanismto wite on things that
are not contrary to tradition and | ocal custons.

"I nstead, they should pick topics or issues nore suited to the norns
and culture of the society inthis part of the world," he said.

He al so urged witers and literary figuresinthis regionto wite on
t he struggl es for i ndependence and howto devel op the country so that the
peopl e coul d reap the benefits of independence.

Musa | at er | aunched t he Sout heast Asian Literature Council (Mastera)
website and a book titled "Orang di Janbat an” (Peopl e On The Bri dge).

He al so gave away prizes to winners of the Mastera 2001 Literary Wrks.

The Mast era panel picked a novel "Urih Pesisir™ by MislimBurmat from
Brunei, "Mantra Pejinak U ar" by Kuntow joyo of Indonesia and aliterature
revi ew by Mal aysia’'s Muhamrad Haji Sal | eh as the prize-w nni ng worKks.

Each of themreceived RMLO, 000, a plaque and certificate.

The literary prizeis a formof initiative to provide regional
recognitiontoquality literary works produced by witers in this region.
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