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MAHATHI R- WO
WO MUST HAVE PROPER AGENDA, SAYS DR MAHATH R

SHANGHAI, COct 21 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is insistent that any new round
of negotiations under the Wrl d Trade Organi sati on (WO have a proper
agenda, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

"Determ ning the agenda i s very inportant because if we don't have a
proper agenda, it may be possible that sone may bring i n extraneous
matters, things not related to trade,™ the prinme mnister told a nedi a
conference here today.

He said "if that happened, it woul d have an adverse i npact on poorer
countries."”

"W are going to Doha and are goi ng to make our views heard there," he
sai d.

He said the mnisterial neeting scheduled in Doha in Qatar would
consi der the agenda for the next round of negotiations under WO

He said that at the APEC neetings here, there was nowa wllingness to
be fl exi bl e anong t he devel oped econoni es.

"Before they (APEC) were very rigid. They were al ways tal ki ng about
mar ket openi ng, nmarket openi ng, market opening."

"But now, these things are not so proninent in the discussions in APEC
and | amquite sure our views woul d be heard at the WIQ," Dr Mahathir said.

He said that Mal aysia would definitely want to support the next round
of negotiations at the WO if the agenda was accept abl e.

On the ot her hand, Dr Mahathir said that there were many promnises in
t he previous gl obal trade tal ks whi ch have not been kept.

"We hope that the agreenents reached at the Uruguay Round woul d be
i mpl enented even i f we have to tal k about the new WO round. The previ ous
agreenents still remain valid and they shoul d be i npl enented. "

When asked on the seenmingly different attitude of the United States
t owards mar ket opening, the prime nminister said "that maybe, it has
sonething to do with the change i n governnent."

"Cbvi ously, governnent policies differ when the governnent is fornmed by
different parties," he said.

"The present government seens to be alittle bit nmore concerned about
t he weaknesses of the devel opi ng countries and not too insistent that
everybody conplies with the sanme rul es, regul ati ons and practices so that
the benefits can accrue (only) to the nost conpetitive and nost powerful "
he said. -- BERNAMA
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