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JAN 1 - Datuk A num Mohaned Saai d, deputy chief executive of the
Securities Comm ssion, takes over as the new Attorney-General. She is the
first woman to hold the post.

Jan 12 - The national wonmen taekwondo exponents are invited to conpete
in the prestigious Wrld Gold Cup neet in Vietnam It was Malaysia's first
ever participation in the conpetition, which featured the world' s finest
exponents by invitation only.

Jan 13 - Tengku Nor Azura Tengku Awang does the country proud as the
first Mal aysian nodel to be chosen as Asia's face for Christian Dior.

Jan 18 - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad creates a new
mnistry to handl e wonen's affairs and appoi nts Datuk Shahrizat Abdul
Jalil as its head. The nministry, officially named the Wonen And Family
Devel opnent M nistry on Feb 17, will concentrate on | aws and regul ati ons,
policies and their inplenentation; advocacy and awar eness progranmes
especially for wonen in the rural areas, and wonen's devel opnent
programres, including training programes and providing i nput for other
m ni stries and governnent agenci es.

Jan 24 - Datuk Siti Nornma Yaakob, 61, becones the first and only woman
in the country to be appointed as a Federal Court judge. She was al so the
first woman to be appointed a High Court judge and was the only woman
judge in the country from 1983 until the m d-1990s.

Jan 24 - A nmilestone agreenment to gather information on the status of
rural women in Sabah is signed between the State's Wnen Affairs Unit
(HAWA) and Universiti Ml aysia Sabah (UMS). Under the agreenment, specific
programres woul d be planned and i npl enented for wonen, once basic data is
gat hered by June under the "Wonen and Devel opnent” research project.

Jan 30 - A group of 11 wonen (Gl1) led by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali, the wife of the Prime Mnister, who visited Iraq in March 2000, urges
the Governnment to continue pressuring the United Nations to |ift the
enbargo on the country. Dr Siti Hasmah said the call was made in the name
of humanity and was not politically notivated.

Feb 5 - Reny Rachel Vargis, 23, becomes the first Ml aysian chosen to
fly the Johnson Space Centre's KC-135A reduced-gravity aircraft under the
Nati onal Aeronautics and Space Adm nistration (Nasa) Reduced Gravity
Student Flight Opportunities programe.

Feb 5 - Fornmer M ss Mal aysia/Wrld 89/90 Erra Fazira becones the new
face of Avon. Described as a "conpl ete wonan", she was chosen for her
poi se, posture and personality.

Feb 8 - The Grls nake a nane for thenselves as the first Tam | girl
group in Ml aysia. The group, conprising three Malay wonmen and two | ndi an
worren, join forces to cut a Tam | al bum

Feb 9 - TV3 sportcaster Ras Adi ba Radzi becones the first female
commentator for the first leg of the United International Mtonautique
Formul a One Worl d Power boat Chanpi onshi p 2001. The 32-year-ol d provi ded
up-to-the-second comentary to about 60, 000 spectators who watched the
action live around the course at the Tebrau Straits in Johor.

Feb 11 - The formation of Puteri Umo is approved by the Umo Suprene
Council. (It was officially launched on Aug 3). Ained at attracting
younger wonen into the party, Bum putera wonen who are 35 or bel ow are
eligible to join

Feb 19 - The Sel angor Wves Wl fare and Charity Body (Bal ki s) announces



that it will build Rumah Bal kis to provide shelter and help to troubl ed
worren. The shelter will provide wonmen with skills so that they can | ead
normal and i ndependent |ives.

March 11 - An information kit on rape managenent is |aunched by the Al
Winen's Action Society (Awan). The kit, which contains a 40-page bookl et
and four leaflets in Bahasa Mal aysia and English, was based on the report
of a national research on rape undertaken in 1999.

April 1 - Supreme council menber Azalina G hman Said is appointed Puteri
Umo chi ef. The appoi ntmrent was made by the supreme council during its
meeting, chaired by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
Puteri's menbership is open to wormen bel ow 35 years of age, though its
| eader can be up to 40 years ol d.

April 6 - Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil comes to the defence of a remsier
who was declined service by an I nmgration Departnent staff who clai ned
that she was not "covered". In the incident, the nother of a 10-year-old

girl wore a sl eeveless blouse. "There is no lawin this country
prohi biting sl eevel ess bl ouses. Such an outfit is normal in our nmulti-
racial and nmulti-cultural society."

April 6 - The Wonen and Fanily Devel opment M nistry takes over functions
and staff of the Wnen's Affairs Departnment (Hawa), which was previously
under the National Unity and Social Devel opment M nistry. The Nati onal
Popul ati on and Fami |y Devel opnent Board (LPPKN) al so conmes under the
mnistry's purview.

April 13 - The Ml aysi an Hockey Federation (Wnen's Section) is awarded
the International Oynpic Council's 2001 |1 OC Wnen and Sport Trophy for
Asia for its outstanding contribution to the pronotion of wonen in sport.

April 23 - Wanita MCA takes on the additional role of matchmaker with
the setting up of "Cupid Cub" in an effort to boost the Chinese
popul ati on. The club provides a platformfor single men and wonen to
interact and | ook for partners through social and recreational activities.

April 24 - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad unveils the
Ei ght h Mal aysia Pl an (2001-2005) whi ch addresses wonen-rel ated i ssues such
as increasing fermal e participation in the | abour market and providing nore
education and training opportunities for women. Laws and regul ati ons that
i nhi bit the advancenent of wonmen will also be reviewed and wormen can | ook
forward to nore nurseries, kindergartens and opportunities to work from
horme in the future.

May 3 - Wanita MCA | aunches a hotline service for Klang Valley residents
facing social and urban services problens. The hotline has seven
vol unteers conprising | awers, teachers and professional counsellors. The
free service is avail able on Thursdays for two hours between 8pm and 10pm

May 14 - Dat uk Mhai yani Shansudi n, nanagi ng director of Mbhaiyan
Securities Sdn Bhd and deputy chairman of the Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange,
i s chosen as one of The Leadi ng Wnen Entrepreneurs of the World for 2001.
She is the second Mal aysian to receive this award.

June 1 - Lenbaga Kebaji kan Perenpuan |slam Mal aysia sets up a crisis
centre call ed Pusat Khidmat Wanita as an avenue for Mislimwonen to air
their problens. The centre has a team of 40 counsellors/advisors, with two
manni ng the centre daily. It also has a team of syariah | awers who advi se
on legal matters.

June 4 - A new chapter is created in Pas history when a wonan nenber Dr
Lo Lo Mohd CGhazali is elected as a central working commttee nmenber. Dr Lo
Lo, also a Pas Muslimat conmittee nmenber, polled 559 votes to clinch the
ninth position in the 18-nmenber conmittee.

June 13 - The Ml aysian wonen's vol |l eyball team scores its first ever
victory at the Thangl ong Cup 2001, an equi val ent of the Sout h-East Asian
chanpi onship, in Ho Chi Mnh GCty, Vietnam The team defeated defendi ng



Sea Ganmes chanpions Thailand 3-2 in the senifinal and the Philippines 3-1
in the final

July 2 - Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, Ml aysian Al DS Council President,
reports at the Project |ceberg H V/ Al DS Awar eness Programme t hat
statistics reveal ed that wonen now made up 10 per cent of reported
Hl V/ Al DS cases in Ml aysi a.

July 4 - The Governnent |aunched a RMO mllion special fund for
compani es owned or managed by wonen under a special financial package for
wonen entrepreneurs.

July 5 - Qur squash ace, Nicol David, is accorded a Wrld No.3 pl aci ng
in the under 23 international rankings introduced by the Wnen
I nternational Squash Prof essional Association (W SPA).

July 7 - After a |lapse of 20 years, the Wnen's section of the Ml aysian
Hockey Federation participated in the 10th Wonen's Hockey Worl d Cup
qualifiers in France from Sept 18 to 30.

July 12 - Datuk Abdul Hamid Zainal Abidin, Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Department, said under the Islamic Fanily Law Act, a Mislim nan
could only declare to divorce his wife before a judge in a Syariah Court
and will have to face the Syariah Court if he makes a divorce declaration
via the cellular phone's short nessage service (sns).

July 15 - Datuk Shahrizat, instructed the National Population and Fam |y
Devel opnent Board to i mmedi ately conduct a study to find out the causes of
the recent viol ence agai nst wonen.

July 23 - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said that the
Gover nnent proposes to amend Article 8(2) of the Federal Constitution to
enabl e wonen to enjoy equal rights as nmen and ensure they are not
di scrini nat ed agai nst .

July 29 - The Home M nistry has been asked to review the imigration
laws relating to foreign nmen and wonen who marry |ocals and allow themto
stay in the country. Datuk Shahrizat, said an automatic three-year visa or
per manent residency status should be granted to foreign husbands and
forei gn wonmen who are separated or divorced fromlocal nen.

Aug 4 - Wanita MCA's Cupid Club got off to a roaring start. The club
aims to encourage healthy social activities as well as create
opportunities for single, unmarried Chi nese men and wonen to neet and get
to know each ot her

Aug 25 - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said
that foreign husbands of Ml aysians will be granted pernmanent resident
status as part of a nove to provide for gender equality.

Aug 25 - National Wnen's Day cel ebration was cel ebrated at a grand
di nner for 5,000 at the Pal ace of the CGol den Horses which was hosted by
Dat uk Shahri zat. The guest of honour was Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmmad Badawi . A conference on gender equality was held the next
nor ni ng.

Sept 1 - Anewinmgration ruling was passed by the Hone Mnistry
stating that foreign nen married to Mal aysi an wonen can stay |onger in the
country and foreign wives, who are either estranged or divorced from
Mal aysi an men, will also be given the same privil ege.

Sept 8 - Puteri Umo taught nore than 400 wonmen and children the basics
of how to protect thenselves fromattackers. The participants, fromal
over the country, learned basic martial art noves for four hours at the
Putra Worl d Trade Centre

Sept 11 - Datuk Shahrizat, officially launched Malaysia's first nmen's
heal t h portal Mensheal th. com ny.

Sept 17 - Datuk Seri Nazri Abdul Aziz, Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni ster, revealed that priority will be given to single nothers who apply
for loans fromthe 13 funds under the Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry in



order for themto becone self-reliant.

Cct 7 - At a synposiumon "Reducing The H'V Vulnerability O Rural And
I sl and Wonmen I n Asia And The Pacific" the Chairperson of the Regional
Steering Committee-Asia Pacific (RSC-AP) said that out of the 45,152 cases
of H V/AIDS reported, 2,491 are wonen.

Cct 12 - The Wonen and Fanily Devel opnent M nistry | aunched the Afghan
Trust Fund at its headquarters ainmed at wonmen to rai se noney for Afghan
worren and children and managed to coll ect RML18, 500 in public
contributions within 48 hours.

Cct 14 - Qur super-bow ers, SEA Ganes gold nedal lists Shalin Zul kifli
and Alex Liew, nade it a double for Ml aysia by w nning the wonen's and
men's PBAP International Cassic titles, and prize noney of RMB, 000 and
RML2, 000 respectively at Pearl Bowl , Paranaque City, Mnil a.

Cct 19 - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad unveil ed t hat
under the new Budget, widows will continue to receive their |ate husband's
pensions even if they remarry, a privilege they |ose at present and that
t he Government has allocated RVbY9 million for inmproving the quality of
worren's lives, particularly those in the rural areas.

Nov 4 - Datuk Abdul Halim Abdul Rahman, the Kel antan Deputy Menteri
Besar, announced that the Kel antan government plans to build a sports
conpl ex for the exclusive use of wonen as soon as the State Governnent had
enough funds for the project.

Nov 6 - According to the | atest census report released by the Statistics
Department, nen continue to outnunber wonen in Mal aysi a except for Penang,
Kedah and Perlis. Nov 15 - Four hundred inexperienced wonmen entrepreneurs
were given a chance to venture into business at the opening of the nationw de
Ramadan Bazaar 2001 at Bukit Bintang Plaza by Datuk Ri zal man Abdul | ah,
Entrepreneur Devel opment M nistry Parliamentary Secretary.

Nov 25 - Winen's Aid Organi sati on (WAO) Executive director Ivy Josiah
said at the launch of its "16 days Activi sm Agai nst Gender Vi ol ence"
canmpai gn that an inproved Tel edera hotline service to deal with child
abuse, donestic violence, foreign donmestic worker abuse and rape will be
advocat ed soon.

Dec 3 - 3R (Respect, Relax and Respond), the innovative Ml aysian TV
programre tailored for young wonen was nomi nated in the Best | nfotainnent
category for the Asian Tel evision Awards 2001 to be held in Singapore on
Nov 5.

Dec 6 - Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, the Ml aysian Ai ds Counci l
Presi dent, voiced at a public forumthat a restriction on condom sal es
woul d result in nore unwanted pregnanci es and sexually transmtted
di seases.

( END)
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