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Yemen has cone a | ong way

Mohamed Taha Must af a

ON THI S day in 1990, Yenen was reunited after a long struggle to achi eve
it. Hs Excellency Ali Abdul | ah Sal eh, President of the Republic of Yenen,
rai sed the newflag of the united country in Aden, bl essed by the full
support of the entire popul ati on of Yenen.

The Republic of Yemen has wi tnessed, during the past 11 years, great
achieverrents in all fields of the people's life.

Yenen i s a denocratic country where presidential, parliamentary and
| ocal el ections have been held the | ast coupl e of years.

Anultiparty system the freedomof expression, free press and human
rights are all inplenmented and wel | recogni sed under the gui dance of H s
Excel | ency President Ali Abdull ah Sal eh and the sincere effort and hard
work of the Yemeni people.

The Yereni peopl e el ected H s Excell ency Al'i Abdul | ah Sal eh as presi dent
of the Republic with a 96 per cent majority during the presidenti al
el ection which was held in Septenber 1999. He will serve for a 7-year
term

The | ocal el ections and anendnments to the constitution were put before
the people in April 2001 and the 20 Governat es of Yenen now have | ocal
councils to run the governates.

The Shoura Council was forned this nonth with 111 menbers. A new cabi net
was al so forned and Hi s Excel | ency, Abdul Kader Bajanal, is the new Prine
M nister. For the first time in Yenen's nodern history, a fenale mnister
was i ncl uded i n the new cabi net, whi ch gi ves wonen a bi gger rol e and nore
participation in politics.

In the econom c arena, the Governnent of Yemen has reiterated its
unfailing conmitnment to econom c, adm nistrative, judicial andindustri al
reforns in order to create the nost conducive climte for foreign direct
i nvest nent .

Inline with these objectives, the project to convert the city of Aden
into a Free Trade Zone is slowy becoming areality with the cul m nation
of the first phase. In fact the container term nal in Aden was i naugur at ed
in 1999 and has recei ved an encouragi ng nunber of ships.

The country's | aws provi de guarantees to foreign investors seekingto
undert ake projects either unilateraly of through joint ventures with | ocal
i nvestors.

The | aws al so guarantee the free and snooth transfer of capital and all
profits in any convertible currency.

The rel ationship between Yemen and Mal aysi a dates back to the 15th
Century. Historians of the Malay culture and civilisation have al ways
acknow edged the crucial role played by the Yemeni nerchants, U ama and
Muftis, especially fromHadranmoutin the | sl ami sation process which started
armong the Raj as and the high strata of the Mal ays, converting the Mal ay
people into |slam

The official visit of H s Excellency Ali Abdull ah Sal eh to Mal aysi a was
an inmportant mlestone in our bilateral relationship, and it took place on
February 11 to 14 1998, upon an invitation fromthe Yang di-Pertuan Agong
and the Governnent of Mal aysi a.

During his visit, he held official talks with Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, in which they underlined the uni que character of
bilateral relations which is based on a conmon hi story, sangui neous ties
and culture as well on an econoni ¢ and trade partnership.



The presidential visit culmnated with the signing of four inportant
agreements.

The Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cul tural Cooperation Agreenent
| aid the foundati ons for the establishnent of an inter-Government Joint
Conmittee.

O her agreenents were the Trade I ncentive Agreenent, the | nvestnment
Guar ant ees Agreenent and a menor andumof under st andi ng (MoU) between t he
Mal aysi an Aut hority for I ndustrial Devel opment and t he Yenen | nvest ment
Aut hority.

The Governnent and the peopl e of Yemen have great respect and admiration
for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir for his vision and the rol e he has undertaken
in pronoting stronger rel ati ons anong nenber states of the O ganisation of
Islam ¢ Countries (O C) and t he cooperati on between Sout h- South countri es.

Hence they are | ooki ng forward whol eheartedly to wel com ng hi mwhen he
visits Yermen this summer.

Econonic and trade ties may be the m | estones by which the future
aspirations of our two countries are assessed.

However, we nust never underestimate our culture ties. As the Ml aysi an
Prime Mnister once nentioned, the people of Yemen were the first people
fromthe West to come to Mal aysi a.

Finally, | would like to thank Business Tines and the Mal aysi an nedi a
for their interest in Yenen, its people, business, culture and politics. |
think the press can contribute strongly towards bringing our two countries
and their peopl es toget her.
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