23/ 02/ 2001
Yout h resol uti on supports tal ks

M Jeffri Razali

MALACCA, Thurs. - Ummo Youth today passed a resolution to support the
proposed Umo-Pas unity tal ks, saying that it is a sincere nove to bridge
the gap anong Ml ays.

The resol uti on was one of three passed by the exco which was held at the
State Umo headquarters in Jal an Hang Tuah today.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein said al though certain
quarters, fromw thin the country and outside, were working hard to see
that it does not take place, the novenent was of the opinion that it
shoul d be hel d.

"We feel that the demands (by Pas) should not be used as a basis not to
hold the talk, and there should be no bargai ning where this is concerned.
"If there is bargaining, at the end of the day, it is the Ml ays who

will suffer nbst," he said after chairing the exco neeting today.

The unity talks, originally scheduled to be held on Monday, were
"post poned" by Pas at the last ninute.

When announci ng t he post ponenent on Monday, Pas president Datuk Fadzi
Noor had cited an "unconduci ve environment"” as one of the reason behind
t he deci si on.

Meanwhi | e, Hi shamuddi n said a special assenbly to be held by Umo Youth
at the end of next nonth, before the various divisional youth assenbli es.

The special assenbly is inportant in the run-up to the divisiona
assenblies as it will ensure the snoboth running of the el ections.

"Based on our nonitoring, at |least 60 per cent of those who wll
participate will be new faces."

H shammuddin said it was hoped that nore new faces woul d be given the
opportunity at divisional |evel.

The special assenbly will be opened by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad. He is expected to address the assenbly.

"The address will also serve to define and strengthen Umo Youth's
direction,” he said.
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