25/ 08/ 2001
Young, aspiring and patriotic

P. Sharmi ni

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri.- Thirteen young nusicians take centre stage tonorrowin
the first International College of Music (1COM M I I enium Mal aysi an
Patriotic Song Competition 2001 at the Auditorium Perdana, Angkasapuri

The auditoriumwas a hive of activity yesterday as all 13 went through
the routine with the hel p of | COM Pops, the resident band.

The contestants who have been busy practising since |ast nonth | ooked
jittery and tired.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali are scheduled to attend the conpetition to be
broadcast |ive over RTML at 8pm

Vi ewers can expect two interesting performances from| COM students: a
musi cal presentation called |Ibunda and a nodern interpretation of the
Dikir Barat called Dikir Rap.

| bunda, to be perforned by a 52-nenber troupe, is a song with nusic that
is a blend of East and West.

The song depicts Ml aysia as a nother uniting her children (rakyat) who
each has their own personality.

The Dikir Rap will feature a nedley of patriotic songs sung to a
progressi ve tune.

The nusi ci ans, al though amateurs, offer music of high standards that
range frompop and rock to fusion and even asli

It is expected to inject a breath of fresh air into the local patriotic
nusi ¢ scene

The contest is in support of the Patriotisme Al af Baru canpai gn. The
finalists for the 12 songs (one features a duet) were shorlisted from40
entries froman audition held last nonth. These were thought to best
reflect the tenets of patriotismas they contained thenes of resilience,
| ove, unity, pride and loyalty.

The finalists and their songs are: Chazali Hassan (Ke Mercu Jaya
Mal aysi a), Tan Chee Meng (Dem Cinta), Azrul Sani Abdullah (Akan Aku Terus
Setia), N sha Sujata Arunasal am (One Nation, One Land), Shanon Shah Mhd
Si di k (Ki sahnmu Bel um Ber akhir), Ahmad Sufiyan Shuib (Sayang Ku Ml aysi a).

Bri an Johnson Lowe (CQur Land), Mhd Zekri Ismail (Gemlang); Mhd Kamal
Kamar uddi n (Paksi Diri), Mdyzani Ranzan Mohd Noor (Jati Diri Mal aysia),

Azi m Sul ai man Zakaria (Negaraku Ml aysi a) and Yew Mei Yee and Lau Kong
Chyuan (Kita Yakin, Kita Percaya).

The grand prize wi nner receives RVb0, 000, the second prize w nner
RM20, 000 and the third prize w nner RW7, 500.

There are nine consol ation prizes of RV, 500 each.

Judges for the event are | COMvi ce-president (academi c affairs) Valerie
Ross, vice-president (institutional devel opnent) Hanafie I mam nusician
and producer Boon Tan and Positive Tone managi ng director Ahmad | zham
Omar .
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