24/ 05/ 2001
Zai nol decides to relinquish Exco post

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
ALOR STAR, Wed. - Datuk Zainol Ml Isa said today he will relinquish his
State executive councillor's post this week but will not give up his Bayu
State seat.

Claimng his decision to resign had not been nade under pressure,
Zai nol , however, maintai ned he was not involved in noney politics.

He woul d be appealing to Umo's disciplinary board but said it would not
be in the near future.

Zai nol said although he, as a party nenber, abided by the Umo suprene
council's decision to endorse the findings of the disciplinary board, he
needed to clarify the charges agai nst him

"l have not indulged in noney politics. | cannot afford to do so because
| do not have the noney."

He contended that he was only charged with m susing his position as a
St at e Assenbl ynan to gat her youths and village security and devel opnent
commttee | eaders for a neeting and that there was no nonetary
transacti on.

"I have accepted the sentence. The charge was for msusing nmy position
as a State Assenblyman to hold a youth neeting at a hotel in Sungai Petan
and the sentence was for that offence."

Zainol, 52, said since he had accepted the punishnment, he had no problem
relinqui shing his Exco post.

"I will be sending an official letter to the Menteri Besar informng him
of mmy resignation soon,"” he told a Press conference at Wsnma Darul Aman
her e.

The Press conference had been called by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain after the State Exco nmeeting took a |lunch break. Severa
ot her Exco nenbers were al so present.

The Umo suprene council neeting chaired by party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad on Monday endorsed the disciplinary board' s findings
to suspend Zai nol and five others for practising noney politics.

For the offence, Zainol was al so renoved as Baling division chief, the
post he won at the April 28 division elections after defeating i ncunmbent
chief Datuk Raja Ariffin Raja Sulaiman with a 107-vote majority.

Zainol, who is the State Agriculture and Rural Devel opment Conmittee
chai rman, urged his supporters in Baling to remain cal mand united and
give their support to the suprene council

He al so pl edged to work hard and contribute to the party in his division
and at the State | evel when he is no | onger an Exco nenber

"I will continue to support the party and the State | eadership ... the
Menteri Besar has given ne a | ot of support and guidance and all these
experiences | would use in serving the party."

Syed Razak said he woul d accept Zainol's resignation and proceed to
informthe Sultan of Kedah about the matter.

"I am thankful Zainol could accept his sentence ... what's inportant now
is that the matter is closed and we consider it closed."”

Asked whether there would a reshuffle in the Exco |ine-up, Syed Razak
sai d he had not thought about it yet.

He said a reshuffle or appointnment of a new Exco nenber to repl ace
Zai nol was not that crucial since the renmaining nine Exco nenbers could
still handle the State admi ni stration

The present State Exco nenmbers took their one-year oath of office on Dec



7, last year.

On whet her Zainol's decision to remain as Bayu Assenbl yman woul d af f ect
Umo's i nage, Syed Razak said it would not.

"We still support himas an Assenbl yman, " he said.

Asked whet her Zainol's position was di scussed at the Exco neeting, Syed
Razak said the matter was not raised at all.

"It is ny prerogative to appoint (an Exco nmenber) and it is his right to
step down.

"After considering things and di scussing the matter with ne, he (Zainol)
made his decision (to step down)," he said.

Zai nol served as the State Assenbly Speaker in 1995 and has been a State
executive councillor since 1998. He is the nbst senior Exco menber in the
present State adm nistrative |ine-up.
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