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ZAlI NUDDI N TAKES HI S OATH OF OFFI CE

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- Senator Datuk Zai nuddi n Mai di n was today
sworninas the Information Mnistry's parlianmentary secretary.

He took his oath of office before Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at his office, here.

Present at the swearing-in cerenony was Chi ef Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

Zai nuddi n' s appoi nt mrent was announced by the prime mnister on Jan 17.
Speaking to reporters later, Zainuddin said that he woul d use his 40
years' experience injournalismto further enhance the society's confidence

inthe nedia especially the governnent media.

"I hope to carry out full responsibility with the support of the
Information Mnistry staff toturn RTMinto the nation's main source of
information," he said.

Zai nuddi n, who di d not expect to change course at 61, thanked the prine
mnister for the trust placed in him

"I n aspects where the Information Mnister (Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob) has
made plans for inprovenment, | will assist him

"My experience is injournalismso therefore a journalist can have a
|l ook internms of shortcomnmings in aspects of news and i nformation."

"God willing, with all the steps laid out, RTMwi Il be restored as the
nation's main source of news," he said.

Fol | owi ng t he appoi nt nent, Zai nuddi n announced hi s resi gnation as
deputy executive chai rman of Utusan Melayu (M Berhad and al so fromthe
board of directors of U usan Ml ayu.

Zai nuddi n was editor-in-chief of the Uusan G oup from1982-1992 and
| ater becane adviser toits Editorial Departnent for two years.

He was appointed a senator in 1998 and appoi nt ed deputy executive
chai rman of the Utusan Group in August the sanme year.
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