23 MAY 2001
Abdul | ah- Zai nol
ZAl NOL UNDERSTANDS UWMNO S ACTI ON, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Zainol Ml Isa's decision to
quit as the state executive councillor of Kedah showed he under st ood t he
Umo | eadership's efforts to cl eanse the party fromnmoney politics, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

"I think it is a wi se deci sion which showed that he understood what we
are doing in Umo now," he told reporters.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo deputy president, said this after chairing
the party's management and di sciplinary commttee nmeeting at Umo
headquarters.

He sai d he was happy that Zainol, who is the Agriculture and Rural
Devel opnent Conmittee chairman, that he would still renain as an Umo
nmenber and woul d continue to contribute to the party and the peopl e.

Zai nol announced in Al or Setar today that he will resign as Kedah state
executive councillor foll ow ng the Umo suprene council's endorsenent of
the disciplinary board's finding that he was guilty of practising noney
politics in the Baling divisional electionlast nonth.

Fol | owi ng the deci si on, Zainol was stripped of his position as Baling
di vi si onal chief, the post he won by a 107-vote majority when he defeated
i ncunbent Raja Datuk Ariffin Raja Sul ai man.

Zainol is also barred fromcontesting, being el ected or appointed to
any post in the party for six years.

Zainol told a nmedia conference in Alor Setar today that as an Umo
nmenber, he woul d abi de by the party's deci sion.

Abdul | ah sai d Zai nol informed hi mthat he woul d not appeal against the
Di sci plinary Board's deci si on.

Umo Vice-President Tan Sri Muhamad Muhanmad Tai b was saddened by
Zainol's decision but said it was a wi se nove to calmthe situation

Zainol, 52, whoisin his fifth termas an assenbl yman, was appoi nted
as an executive councillor in 1998 and was t he npst seni or state executive
councillor in the state government.

He al so served as the Speaker of the State Legislative Assenbly in
1995.

Anot her Vi ce-President Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said those found
guilty could still appeal to the Disciplinary Board al though the suprene
counci| had endorsed the board's deci sion

He said the council had given its nandate to the board and what ever
deci si on taken by the board woul d be supported by the council, the party's
hi ghest deci si on-maki ng body.

The Umo suprene council neeting chaired by Prime M nister and party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Monday endorsed the deci sion by
the Di sciplinary Board to suspend si x divisional | eaders, including Zainol,
for practising noney politics.

The ot her five were Gopeng division chief Mistafa Kamal Mohd Nawi, the
division's informati on chi ef Mohd Annuar Baharuddi n, Bagan Serai divi sion
deputy head Zaki Di n, Sel ayang divi sion information chi ef Rahmat Abdul | ah
and Muar divi sion chief, KFC Hol di ngs deputy executive chai r man Dat uk
Abdul | ah Omar.

- - BERNANA

MH AHH MAI TS



	ZAINOL UNDERSTANDS UMNO'S ACTION, SAYS ABDULLAH (Bernama 23/05/2001)

