23/ 05/ 2001
Zainol clings to posts (HL)

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

ALOR STAR, Tues. - Datuk Zainol Ml Isa, who has been renoved as Baling
Umo division chief for practising noney politics, said today he was not
prepared to relinquish his post as State executive councillor or resign as
Bayu assenbl yman.

This is in spite of the unani nmous decision by the Umo suprene counci
yesterday to endorse the party's disciplinary board findi ngs agai nst him
and five others for practising nmoney politics during |last nonth's party
el ections.

Zainol, 52, who is in his fifth termas an assenbl yman, said he would
appeal to the disciplinary board.

In a statenent rel eased here, Zainol said he would discuss his position
in the Governnent with Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, who
is also the State Umo |iaison committee chairnan

"I will also be attending the State Exco neeting tonmorrow ... and do
not see the need to resign as Bayu assenbl yman," he sai d.

The exco neeting to be chaired by Syed Razak has been schedul ed at 10am
at Wsma Darul Aman here.

The Umo suprene council neeting chaired by party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday endorsed the decision of the disciplinary
board to suspend six divisional |eaders, including Zainol, for practising
nmoney politics.

The other five were Gopeng division chief Miustafa Kamal Mohd Nawi, the
division's information chief Mohd Annuar Baharuddi n, Bagan Serai division
deputy head Zaki Din, Selayang division information chief Rahmat Abdul | ah
and Miar division chief, KFC Hol di ngs deputy executive chairman Dat uk
Abdul | ah QOmar .

The council al so decided there would be no re-el ections and posts won by
the of fenders woul d be awarded to the defeated candi dates - thus allow ng
former division chief Datuk Raja Ariffin Raja Sulaiman to return to power
in Baling.

Zai nol, who was the division's deputy chief, defeated Raja Ariffin with
a 107 mpjority after polling 262 votes against Raja Ariffin's 155.

In the statenent, Zainol said he would file an appeal to the
di sciplinary board to clear his nane and urged his supporters to remin
calm

"As a party nenber, | accept the supreme council's decision to endorse
the decision by the disciplinary board and support neasures taken by Dr
Mahathir to curb noney politics," he said.

Mai nt ai ni ng hi s innocence, Zainol insisted the case against himhas no
link to noney politics as it involved a 4B Youth Movenent progranme.

Zainol, who is also president of the State 4B Youth Movenment, said he
only chaired the Baling 4B Youth Movenment neeting at a hotel in Sunga
Petani to discuss activities for a "Belia Tani" programre.

Zai nol served as the State Assenbly Speaker in 1995 and has been a State
Executive Councillor since 1998.

He is currently State Agriculture and Rural Devel opnent Conmittee
chai rman and the nost seni or Kedah exco nenber.

Zai nol becane an Umo nenber in 1970, joining the Kanpung Padang branch
and rose through the ranks to becone Baling division chief in 1987.

However, in 1988, he gave up his position as division chief and was
deputy chief of the division until recent party divisional elections.



Meanwhile, Raja Ariffin said he did not forsee any problemleading the
Bal i ng di vi si on because he still enjoys support from nenbers.

However, he said he needed an official letter stating he is nowthe
division's chief to enable himto carry out his party duties.

"I amprepared to take the responsibility as, after all, | was the
di vi sion | eader," he said.
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