23 MAY 2001
Zai nol - Resi gnati on
ZAI NOL G VI NG UP EXECUTI VE COUNCI LLOR PCST THI' S VEEEK

ALOR SETAR, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Zainol M |sa announced today he
i s resigning as a Kedah state executive councillor this week foll ow ng
endor senment by the Umo Suprene Council of a disciplinary action agai nst
himfor resorting to noney politics in recent party polls.

"I have no problemin relinquishing the post and will do so soonest,"
he told a news conference after attendi ng the executive council's weekly
meeting at Wsna Darul Aman here.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, who was al so present at
t he press conference, said he accepted Zai nol's deci sion

Syed Razak sai d Zai nol would renmain as the state assenbl yman for Bayu.

As state executive councillor Zainol was in charge of agriculture and
rural devel oprment.

Last Monday t he Umo Suprenme Council endorsed the party's Disciplinary
Board's action on Zainol whomit found guilty of resorting to noney
politics during last nonth's el ection for | eadership of the Baling Umo
di vi si on.

Syed Razak said Zainol's resignation would be formalised at the
earliest possibletinme as Zai nol need to first hand over the resignation
letter to the Menteri Besar who would in turn informthe Sultan of Kedah.

The Ruler is currently abroad.

Zai nol said:"As an Umo nenber | abi de by the Disciplinary Board's
decision and its endorsenent by the Suprenme Council. | back the party
president's nmove to curb nmoney politics in Umo."

The Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i s Unmmo president.

However Zainol still maintained that he did not indulge in noney
politics.

"I did not use noney and i ndeed I do not have noney. No nobnetary
transaction took place,” he said.

He said he was faulted for m susing his powers as state chief of a
yout h novenent to convene a neeting for its menbers at a Sungai Petan
hotel on the eve of the Baling Umo divisional polls.

Zainol, 52, is serving his fifth termas assenbl ynan and is the
| ongest-servi ng anong the current state executive council nenbers.

He first becane executive councillor in 1998 and was Speaker of the
State Legislative Assenbly in 1995.

Zainol joined Umo in 1970 at the Kanmpung Padang branch and rose from
t he ranks to subsequently | ead the Baling divisionin 1987.

However the foll owi ng year, the division was | ed by Datuk Raja Ariffin
Raj a Sul ai man with Zai nol as deputy.

In last month's polls he defeated Raja Ariffin by a majority of 107
votes to be division chief againuntil the Disciplinary Board nullified his
el ection after finding himguilty of nmoney politics.

Zai nol urged his supporters to remain calmand united in facing the
| at est devel opment and pl edged that he woul d continue to serve the party
and communi ty.

Syed Razak said Zainol's decision to resign as executive councillor was
his own and not due to pressure by any quarters.

The Menteri Besar indicated he woul d not change t he executive counci
line-up foll owi ng Zai nol's resignation as he was convi nced t he remai ni ng
executive councillors could share the tasks under Zainol's portfolio.

The ot her nenbers of the executive council were al so present at the



news conference.

Syed Razak reckoned the image of the ruling Barisan Nasional and the
state Umo had not suffered because of Zai nol's resignation as executive
councillor since the Umo Disciplinary Board's censure agai nst hi mhad
nothing to do with his position as a state assenbl ynan.

The board, anong ot her things, barred Zai nol fromstanding for party
el ections or holding any party post for six years.

"I may re-appeal against the board's decision in one or two years
time," Zainol added.
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